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Abstract 

This study evaluates financial innovation priorities for renewable energy investors 
by generating a novel hybrid fuzzy decision-making model. First, SERVQUAL-based 
customer needs for financial innovation are weighted with decision-making trial and 
evaluation laboratory based on picture fuzzy sets. Second, the financial innovation 
priorities are ranked by technique for order preference by similarity to ideal solutions 
based on picture fuzzy rough sets. In this process, Theory of the solution of inventive 
problems-based technical characteristics for financial services, the process for innova-
tive services, and competencies for financial innovation are considered using quality 
function deployment phases. In addition, the Vise Kriterijumska Optimizacija I Kompro-
misno Resenje method is also considered for an alternative ranking. Similarly, sensitivity 
analysis is also performed by considering five different cases. It is determined that the 
ranking priorities based on the proposed model are almost identical, demonstrating 
the proposed model’s validity and reliability. Assurance is the most crucial factor for 
the customer needs regarding the financial innovation priorities for renewable energy 
investors. Concerning the financial innovation priorities, the product is the essential 
priority for financial innovation; hence, it is recommended that companies engage 
qualified employees to effectively design the financial innovation for renewable energy 
investors. Additionally, necessary training should be given to the employees who cur-
rently work in the company, which can increase the renewable energy investors’ trust 
in the innovative financial products. Companies should mainly focus on the product to 
provide better financial innovation to attract renewable energy investors. An effectively 
designed financial innovation product can help solve the financing problem of renew-
able energy investors.
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Introduction
Renewable energy projects help countries produce energy to mitigate the energy 
dependency problem (Alshubiri et al. 2020). Moreover, renewable energy also mini-
mizes carbon emission that leads to global warming (Mustafa et al. 2018); however, 
the installation cost of renewable energy projects is relatively high compared to fossil 
fuels (Kösedağlı et al. 2021; Olabi and Abdelkareem 2022), and the amount of energy 
obtained is not stable. In this framework, the excess energy obtained in some periods 
must be stored, increasing the costs of these projects (Jiang et al. 2020a, b). Due to 
the high-cost problems, obtaining the necessary financial resources is vital for devel-
oping renewable energy projects. Bank loans are among the most preferred financ-
ing types (Ehigiamusoe and Dogan 2022; Chen et al. 2021a, b, c); however, renewable 
energy projects require a high level of financing (Qamruzzaman and Jianguo 2018). 
Therefore, banks may be unwilling to support these projects; this problem is also valid 
for financing methods, such as factoring and leasing (Peter et  al. 2022). The equity 
financing method can also finance renewable energy projects (Khraisha and Arthur 
2018). Conversely, the high amount of investment in projects is one of the important 
obstacles to the use of this method.

Solving the financing problem of renewable energy investors requires developing 
new financing alternatives. It is important to present new financing types to renew-
able energy investors by making financial innovations (Chen et  al. 2017); however, 
some issues need to be considered. For instance, customers should make their trans-
actions quickly, and necessary information should be provided (Chishti and Sinha 
2022) to reduce the risk of customers making erroneous transactions on the system 
(Salisu and Obiora 2021). Many studies discussed the subject of financial innovation 
regarding renewable energy investments; however, limited studies evaluate signifi-
cant points to make effective financial innovation for investors (Alawi et al. 2022). In 
this context, there should be a detailed analysis that examines many different factors 
simultaneously, such as customer expectations, technical requirements, the process 
for financial services, and competencies of the financial innovation (Hussain and 
Papastathopoulos 2022).

Another crucial factor in this regard is the selected methodology, and the extant lit-
erature prefers the Service Quality Model (SERVQUAL) to evaluate customer service 
quality. SERVQUAL focuses on some key points, such as reliability, empathy, tangibles, 
assurance, and responsiveness (Prentkovskis et  al. 2018), and by considering multi-
dimensional factors, it can be possible to understand renewable energy investors’ expec-
tations (Dinçer et al. 2019; Sam et al. 2018). Similarly, the quality function deployment 
(QFD) model helps generate effective strategies by considering customer needs and 
technical requirements together (Abdel-Basset et  al. 2019; Ping et  al. 2020), and the 
Theory of the Solution of Inventive Problems (TRIZ) is an important technique applied 
to develop innovative solutions to problems. This process examined the details of many 
patents to categorize the questions (Meng et al. 2021a, b), developed specific solution 
proposals for these problems, and divided them into certain classes (Sharaf et al. 2020) 
before selecting defined solutions for specific problems (Lee et  al. 2020). The biggest 
advantage of the TRIZ method is that it contributes to increased efficiency in the pro-
cess (Moussa et al. 2017). Multi-criteria decision-making models are also used to find 
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ideal alternatives (Kaya et al. 2019). In other words, these methods help determine which 
of the different factors should be prioritized (Bertoni 2019; Deveci et al. 2022a, 2022b).

Effective financing resources should be provided to increase renewable energy invest-
ments, and financial innovations are needed to achieve this goal. In this process, many 
different aspects, such as customer expectations, technological development, and quali-
fied personnel, are needed to effectively design financial innovations (Kabir 2022). In 
other words, companies that make financial innovations should improve these factors 
(Surakji et al. 2022); however, any application to develop these elements can create new 
costs for companies. Therefore, making simultaneous improvements for all factors is not 
considered possible in practice, as it would cost too much (Sławik and Bohatkiewicz-
Czaicka 2022). Therefore, companies that make financial innovations must first identify 
the more important factors and focus on them. In this context, it would be appropriate 
to make a priority analysis of the factors affecting the quality of financial innovation. 
Similar studies in the extant literature emphasized factors affecting financial innovation, 
such as technological development and service quality (Yu et  al. 2021; Xu and Wang 
2021). Hence, there is a need for a new study to determine the most important factors 
among those mentioned.

Accordingly, this study aims to define financial innovation priorities for renewable 
energy investors. In this context, the main research question is to define which factors 
play a more critical role in the effectiveness of financial innovation. Within this frame-
work, a novel decision-making model is created. First, SERVQUAL-based customer 
needs for financial innovation are weighted using a decision-making trial and evaluation 
laboratory (DEMATEL) methodology based on picture fuzzy sets. In the second stage, 
the financial innovation priorities are ranked using the QFD-based phases with a tech-
nique for order preference by similarity to ideal solutions (TOPSIS) based on picture 
fuzzy rough sets (PFRSs). In this context, TRIZ-based technical characteristics for finan-
cial services, the process for innovative services, and financial innovation competen-
cies are considered. Additionally, the Vise Kriterijumska Optimizacija I Kompromisno 
Resenje (VIKOR) method is also considered an alternative ranking, and sensitivity anal-
ysis is implemented by considering five different cases. This study’s primary motivation 
is to efficiently identify more significant issues to improve financial innovations by con-
sidering a novel fuzzy decision-making model. Therefore, the companies can increase 
the quality of the financial innovation without having high costs owing to the strategies 
presented in this study. Moreover, f this study’s methods allow the creation of a novel 
model that is significantly superior to the previous ones.

The rest of the manuscript is detailed as follows. A literature review is conducted in 
the second part, the methodology is explained in the third part, and the fourth part con-
ducts an application for renewable energy investors. The fifth part presents the discus-
sion, followed by the conclusions.

Literature review
The extant literature broadly examines the key issues of generating innovative financial 
products for renewable energy investors. For the effectiveness of this financial inno-
vation, first, the expectations of the renewable energy investors should be considered 
(Croutzet and Dabbous 2021; Boute 2020; Dinçer et  al. 2022), and a comprehensive 
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evaluation should be conducted to identify the needs of these investors (Kauffman and 
Roston 2021). Companies should be willing to solve the problems, which positively 
influences the views of renewable energy investors (Yu et al. 2021; Sen and von Schick-
fus 2020). Meng et al. (2021a, b) focused on the fintech-based clean energy investment 
projects. Pythagorean fuzzy group decision modeling was used in this study’s analysis 
process. They stated that customer expectations should be satisfied to improve finan-
cial innovation for renewable energy investment projects. Hamwi and Lizarralde (2017) 
also evaluated the same topic and concluded that customer satisfaction plays a role in 
this context. Wang et al. (2022) studied the usage of blockchain technology in renewable 
energy investments, identifying that renewable energy investors’ expectations should be 
considered.

Financial innovation system security is also crucial to attract the attention of renew-
able energy investors. This system provides safe services to customers so that renewable 
energy investors feel secure while using innovative financial products (Jin and Tian 2020; 
Unsal and Rayfield 2019), and necessary security controls should be designed to mini-
mize risks (Yuan et al. 2021). Essential precautions should minimize the system’s hacking 
risks and reduce investor anxiety (Knuth 2018; Qamruzzaman and Wei 2019). Yu et al. 
(2022) analyzed the financial innovation performance of renewable energy projects in 
China, claiming that effective security controls should be implemented to achieve this 
objective. Khan et  al. (2020) tried to identify key issues in reducing carbon emissions 
and recommended improving security conditions to increase the effectiveness of renew-
able energy investment projects. Horsch and Richter (2017) also focused on the driving 
forces of financial innovation in renewable energy investments, highlighting the signifi-
cance of security conditions.

Employee quality is also a key driver to increasing financial innovation performance 
for renewable energy investors. Effective financial products should be presented to 
attract the attention of renewable energy investors (Xu and Wang 2021; Mao and Weath-
ers 2019), and more specific products should be created based on their demands. For 
this purpose, companies need qualified employees (Yüksel and Ubay 2021; Knyazeva 
2019) to solve the problems of renewable energy investors (Hsu et  al. 2021). Because 
financial innovation has a complex process, employees should have sufficient knowledge 
regarding innovative financial products. Busu and Nedelcu (2018) examined the per-
formance of the companies in the renewable energy sector in Romania, underlining the 
significance of employee quality in improving financial innovation in renewable energy 
projects. Zafar et  al. (2021) also focused on the financial sources of renewable energy 
investments, concluding that companies should employ qualified employees to increase 
the performance of the financial innovation. Haldar (2018) also highlighted the impor-
tance of this issue while analyzing the renewable energy sector in Gujarat.

Companies’ technological development also plays a key role in improving financial 
innovation for renewable energy investors. While developing new financial products for 
these investors, technical infrastructure should be well-designed. In this context, web-
site performance is essential for an online system (Liu et  al. 2021a, b). Since renewa-
ble energy investors can provide financial resources through an online system, the site 
should operate smoothly (Xu et al. 2019a, b); otherwise, renewable energy investors can 
lose confidence in the product (Bai et al. 2020). In this context, the company’s technical 
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infrastructure behind the product must be excellent. Xu et al. (2019a, b) focused on the 
influencing factors of renewable energy development, indicating that companies should 
have sufficient technical background to effectively finance these projects. Sinsel et  al. 
(2020) and Alam and Murad (2020) reached similar conclusions in their studies.

Table  13 presents a summary of the literature review results. The literature evalua-
tion helps to reach key issues regarding financial innovation in renewable energy invest-
ments. Many studies in the literature identified the influencing factors of financial 
innovation for renewable energy investors; however, few studies make a comprehensive 
analysis by considering many factors simultaneously. This study identifies financial inno-
vation priorities for renewable energy investors and provides innovative solutions for 
renewable energy investors’ financing issues. Furthermore, this study constructs a novel 
decision-making model based on SERVQUAL, TRIZ, and QFD. Moreover, with the help 
of DEMATEL and TOPSIS methods, this study performs analyses by considering picture 
fuzzy sets and fuzzy rough numbers.

Methodology
This section includes detailed information about the methods used in the analysis pro-
cess. Within this framework, picture fuzzy rough sets are first explained. Second, nec-
essary information regarding the DEMATEL approach is given, followed by details 
concerning the TOPSIS technique. Next, the VIKOR methodology is explained, and a 
new model is created by considering these approaches. Finally, this generated model is 
explained in a detailed manner. All equations are stated in “Appendix 2”.

Modelling uncertainty with picture fuzzy rough sets

Picture fuzzy rough sets aim to handle uncertainty in the decision-making process, 
and subjectivity can be reduced with the help of these sets. Picture fuzzy sets (PFSs) 
refer to the recent extension of fuzzy sets. The positive, neutral, negative, and refusal 
membership degrees are considered in this process. Equation  (1) shows the con-
ventional fuzzy sets. X indicates the universe, A refers to the fuzzy sets, and µA is the 
membership degree (Mathew et al. 2020). Equation  (2) demonstrates the intuitionistic 
fuzzy sets. In this context, vA shows the non-membership function and the condition 
of 0 ≤ µA(x)+ vA(x) ≤ 1 should be satisfied (Hashmi et  al. 2021). The PFSs are indi-
cated in Eq.  (3). Within this scope, nA shows the neutral and πA represents the refusal 
degrees. Moreover, the condition of µA(x)+ nA(x)+ vA(x)+ πA(x) = 1 should be met 
(Zeng et al. 2019). PFSs provide answers to the complex questions, such as “yes” with the 
membership degree µA , “abstain” with a neutral degree nA , and “no” with a non-mem-
bership degree vA , “ignoring” with the refusal degree πA . Equations (4)–(8) indicate the 
operations of PFS (Cuong and Thong 2018). Rough numbers represent the extension of 
rough set theory. Lower and upper limits and a rough boundary interval are taken into 
consideration.

Lower Apr(Ci)  , upper 
(
Apr(Ci)

)
 approximation, and boundary region (Bnd(Ci)) of 

Ci are demonstrated in Eqs. (9)–(11) (Zhan et al. 2020a, b). In this scope, Y is an arbitrary 
object, R shows the set of N classes ( C1, .CN ) , and C represents the objects. Lower 
(Lim(Ci)) , upper 

(
Lim(Ci)

)
 limits, and the rough number (RN (Ci)) of Ci are detailed in 

Eqs. (12)–(14). In this process, NL and NU define the number of objects for Apr(Ci) and 
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Apr(Ci) . In this study, PFSs are considered with fuzzy rough numbers. Picture fuzzy 
rough sets (PFRSs) are identified in Eqs.  (15)–(22). In this context, 
C̃i =

(
CiµA ,CinA ,CivA ,CiπA

)
 and R̃ is the collection of 

{
C̃1, C̃2, . . . , C̃n

}
 . The lower 

(
Lim

(
CiµA

)
, Lim

(
CinA

)
, Lim

(
CivA

)
, Lim

(
CiπA

))
 and upper (

Lim
(
CiµA

)
, Lim

(
CinA

)
, Lim

(
CivA

)
, Lim

(
CiπA

))
 limits of C̃i are given in Eqs. (23)–(30). In 

these equations, NLµA , NLnA , NLvA , NLπA represent the number of elements in Apr
(
CiµA

)
 , 

Apr
(
CinA

)
 , Apr

(
CivA

)
 , Apr

(
CiπA

)
 . On the other side, NUµA,NUnA , NUvA , NUπA are identi-

fied for Apr
(
CiµA

)
 , Apr

(
CinA

)
 , Apr

(
CivA

)
 , Apr

(
CiπA

)
 (Zhan et  al. 2020a, b). Equa-

tion (31) states the picture fuzzy rough number of C̃i PFRN
(
C̃i

)
.

DEMATEL based on PFRSs

DEMATEL aims to find the significant weights of different items (Xie et al. 2021). In this 
process, the picture fuzzy direct relationship matrix is first created as in Eq. (32). Sec-
ondly, Eq.  (33) generates picture fuzzy rough numbers (Jiang et  al. 2020a, b). 
PFRN

(
C̃ij

)
= Lim

(
Cijµz̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
Cijnz̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
Cijvz̃ij

)
 , and Lim

(
Cijπz̃ij

)
 represent the 

minimum values of µz̃ij , nz̃ij , vz̃ij ,πz̃ij , whereas Lim
(
Cijµz̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
Cijnz̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
Cijvz̃ij

)
 , 

and Lim
(
Cijπz̃ij

)
 show the maximum values of µz̃ij , nz̃ij , vz̃ij ,πz̃ij . Third, normalized matrix 

is created with Eqs. (34) and (35). Within this framework, X̃ ′
a
. . . X̃ ′

h
 identify Lim

(
Cµz̃

)
 , 

Lim
(
Cnz̃

)
 , Lim

(
Cvz̃

)
 , Lim

(
Cπz̃

)
 , Lim

(
Cµz̃

)
 , Lim

(
Cnz̃

)
 , Lim

(
Cvz̃

)
 , and Lim

(
Cπz̃

)
 (Luo et al. 

2021). Equations (36)–(39) explain the ways to obtain a total relation matrix (TRM) (Zhu 
et al. 2021). Additionally, the defuzzification process is done by Eqs. (40)–(43). The sums 
of all vector rows and columns are shown as D̃def

i  and R̃def
i  . Causality analysis is made 

with 
(
D̃i − R̃i

)def
. Also, the weights are calculated by 

(
D̃i + R̃i

)def
 (Zhou et al. 2021).

TOPSIS and VIKOR based on PFRSs

TOPSIS is considered for ranking different alternatives (Zhong et al. 2020), and with this 
method, the most appropriate item can be found. This study adapts picture fuzzy rough 
sets to TOPSIS. First, Eq.  (44) is considered to create a picture fuzzy decision matrix 
(DMT) (Zeng et al. 2019). Second, Eq. (45) identifies picture fuzzy rough numbers (Jin 
et al. 2021). Lim

(
X̃ijµx̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
X̃ijnx̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
X̃ijvx̃ij

)
 , and Lim

(
X̃ijπx̃ij

)
 explain the mini-

mum values of µx̃ij , nx̃ij , vx̃ij ,πx̃ij , while Lim
(
X̃ijµx̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
X̃ijnx̃ij

)
 , Lim

(
X̃ijvx̃ij

)
 , 

Lim
(
X̃ijπx̃ij

)
 indicate the maximum values of µx̃ij , nx̃ij , vx̃ij ,πx̃ij . Equation (46) computes 

normalized values (Zhan et al. 2020a, b), and a weighted normalized DMT is generated 
with Eq.  (47) (Cheng et al. 2020). Equations (48)–(53) define the distance between the 
best and worst alternatives. LimA+

µ,…, LimA+
π  demonstrate the positive ideals solutions 

whereas LimA−
µ,…, LimA−

π  indicate the negative ideal solutions (Zeng et al. 2019). Finally, 
Eq.  (54) defines the closeness coefficient CCi values used to compute the weights (Jin 
et al. 2021). VIKOR is also considered in ranking the alternative to make a comparative 
analysis. In this process, Eqs.  (44)–(51) are used in a similar manner (Emamat et  al. 
2022). After that, Eq.  (55) is considered for computing fuzzy best and worst values 
(f̃ ∗j , f̃

−
j ) . Mean group utility ( ̃Si) and maximal regret ( ̃Ri) are calculated by Eqs. (56) and 

(57), where w̃j indicates fuzzy weights (Taghavifard and Majidian 2022). Equation (58) is 
considered to calculate the value of Q̃i . The strategy weights are demonstrated by v, 
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whereas 1 − v indicates regret (Zhao et al. 2021). These values are used in an alternative 
ranking process.

Model construction

This study examines financial innovation priorities for renewable energy investors by 
designing a novel decision-making model. First, SERVQUAL-based customer needs for 
financial innovation are evaluated using DEMATEL based on picture fuzzy sets. Sec-
ond, the financial innovation priorities are ranked with QFD-based phases with TOPSIS 
based on PFRSs. Figure 1 presents the details of the proposed model.

Finding optimal financial resources is essential for improving renewable energy 
investments because the high initial cost is a critical problem for these projects. 

Fig. 1  The hybrid model algorithm
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Therefore, financial innovations are necessary to achieve this objective; however, dif-
ferent factors should be considered simultaneously for the effectiveness of the finan-
cial innovation, such as customer expectations, technological development, and 
qualified personnel. Nevertheless, any improvements to increase financial innova-
tion capabilities create new costs. Therefore, it is not efficient for the companies to 
improve all factors since high costs lead to lower profitability. Thus, companies that 
make financial innovations need to first identify the more important factors and focus 
on them. Because of this issue, a priority analysis should be made among the factors 
that affect the performance of financial innovation. Therefore, there is a need to con-
struct a qualified decision-making model to weigh the leading indicators of financial 
innovation. Due to this situation, in this study, a novel decision-making model is cre-
ated by considering DEMATEL, TOPSIS, and VIKOR approaches based on PFRSs, 
SERVQUAL, and QFD.

This study’s model integrates different approaches to reach the objectives, and dif-
ferent fuzzy sets are also considered. There are several reasons for this practice. First, 
the problems became increasingly complex, and establishing an effective decision-
making model has become quite challenging (Kou et al. 2021). Different techniques 
have been used together in the established models to benefit from their combined 
advantages (Hu et al. 2021; Kou et al. 2022). In this framework, this study considers 
the DEMATEL and TOPSIS methods. Moreover, VIKOR is also considered for rank-
ing the alternatives to check the coherency of the analysis results. Thanks to the supe-
riority of each of these techniques, it has been possible to make the model stronger. 
By comparison, decision-making techniques have also started to be used with fuzzy 
numbers (Gambetti et al. 2022; Liu et al. 2021a, b) to minimize the uncertainties in 
the process (Xiao and Ke 2021). In this context, this study considers decision-making 
techniques with picture fuzzy numbers. Different techniques have been used together 
and with fuzzy numbers to develop a suitable decision model for increasingly com-
plex problems.

The proposed model has some significant novelties. First, while considering both 
DEMATEL and TOPSIS methods, a hybrid model is constructed. Since the crite-
ria weights are not considered equal, this contributes to the objectivity of the results. 
The DEMATEL methodology also has some superiorities over other methods, such as 
causality analysis between the factors (Bhuiyan et  al. 2022). This situation is the main 
reason for selecting this method to weigh the criteria. While evaluating with TOPSIS, 
the distances to the negative and positive optimal results are considered. This condition 
provides an advantage to TOPSIS to reach more relevant findings (Mojaver et al. 2022). 
The criteria are defined with SERVQUAL perspectives to identify customer expectations 
more effectively. Technical characteristics for financial services are defined with the 
TRIZ technique (Yeh et al. 2011), and solutions can be presented more efficiently. Con-
sidering the QFD method also has some benefits, such as using customer expectations 
and technical requirements simultaneously; therefore, a product can be created based 
on the customer’s needs (Haber and Fargnoli 2019; Fargnoli and Sakao 2017).

As the problems increase in complexity, it becomes more difficult to produce effec-
tive solution proposals (Siksnelyte et al. 2018); therefore, these methods are considered 
with fuzzy numbers, making it easier to manage the uncertainty in the process (Shao 
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et al. 2020). For example, with PFSs, the uncertainties in the process are analyzed more 
successfully. Furthermore, considering fuzzy numbers in this situation helps to handle 
subjectivity more appropriately (Dhiman and Deb 2020). For this purpose, this study 
introduced different fuzzy numbers, such as triangular and trapezoidal. This model 
combines PFSs and rough sets, and their advantages are utilized. Owing to using picture 
fuzzy sets, positive, neutral, negative, and refusal membership degrees are considered. 
Conversely, by considering rough sets, lower and upper limits and a rough boundary 
interval are used (Deveci et al. 2021). Combining the advantages of these two methods 
provides a clearer decision-making method by determining both low and high limits 
and using positive, natural negative, and rejection membership degrees (Iordache et al. 
2022; Akyurt et al. 2021). Therefore, the PFRSs have significant superiorities compared 
to other fuzzy sets.

An application for renewable energy investors
Stage 1: Weighting the SERVQUAL‑based customer needs for financial innovation 

with DEMATEL based on PFRSs

SERVQUAL-based customer needs are weighted regarding financial innovation. In this 
framework, the DEMATEL model is considered based on PFRSs. The QFD factors are 
first defined for the financial innovation priorities in this process. Figure  2 provides 
information regarding this process.

SERVQUAL-based customer needs are defined in Table 1.
Reliability shows whether the services provided to customers are correct and safe. 

Moreover, specific attention to the customers represents the criterion of empathy. Con-
versely, the physical appearance and equipment quality provides information about the 
tangibles. Additionally, assurance indicates the knowledge of the personnel and how 
much the customers trust these employees. Finally, responsiveness demonstrates the 

Fig. 2  QFD-based phases of financial innovation priorities

Table 1  SERVQUAL-based customer needs for innovative services

Criteria References

Reliability (CN1) Alam and Murad (2020), Dinçer et al. (2020)

Empathy (CN2) Sinsel et al. (2020)

Tangibles (CN3) Xu et al. (2019a, b)

Assurance (CN4) Bai et al. (2020), Chen et al. (2021a)

Responsiveness (CN5) Haldar (2018), Chen et al. (2021b)
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willingness and effort of the staff to solve customer problems. TRIZ-based technical 
characteristics for the financial services are defined in Table 2.

Financial services should be designed so that customers can make their transactions 
quickly, enhancing customer satisfaction. Furthermore, the customers should receive 
the necessary information to mitigate erroneous transactions on the system. Addition-
ally, security controls should be designed to minimize the risks in this process; however, 
it should be possible to make the desired number of financial transactions. Customers 
should effortlessly receive financial services through an accordingly designed system. 
Table 3 gives information about the process for innovative services.

Detailed planning should be conducted for the effectiveness of the innovative ser-
vices. After planning, necessary observations should be made, followed by an analysis. 
According to the analysis results, necessary revisions should be made. Final control 
should be done after the revision process. Table 4 indicates the competencies for finan-
cial innovation.

Financial innovations should satisfy the customers’ needs, and customer expectations 
should be identified effectively. Market conditions should also be considered to provide 
better financial innovation, and institutional capacity plays a key role. Moreover, com-
panies should have the necessary technological infrastructure to provide high-quality 
financial services. Finally, regulations should also be considered while providing finan-
cial innovation. Table 5 defines categories for the financial innovation priorities.

Table 2  TRIZ-based technical characteristics for financial services

Factors References

Speed (TC1) Zafar et al. (2021)

Information (TC2) Yüksel and Ubay (2021)

Control (TC3) Khan et al. (2020)

Capacity (TC4) Yu et al. (2022)

Conveniency (TC5) Xu and Wang (2021)

Table 3  Process for innovative services

Factors References

Planning (P1) Xu et al. (2019a, b)

Observing (P2) Sinsel et al. (2020)

Analysing (P3) Khan et al. (2020)

Revising (P4) Xu and Wang (2021)

Final Check (P5) Bai et al. (2020)

Table 4  Competencies for financial innovation

Factors References

Beneficiaries (COM1) Qamruzzaman and Jianguo (2018)

Market Conditions (COM2) Salisu and Obiora (2021)

Institutional Capacity (COM3) Alshubiri et al. (2020)

Technological Infrastructure (COM4) Kösedağlı et al. (2021)

Regulations (COM5) Yu et al. (2021)



Page 11 of 30Li et al. Financial Innovation            (2022) 8:67 	

Table  5 defines three different categories for the financial innovation priorities: the 
improvements that can be made for the organizational development, the actions taken 
to increase the quality of the products, and the process that can be prioritized concern-
ing the quality improvements in the financial innovation. In this process, three different 
experts (ESs) evaluate the factors. These people have at least 20 years of experience in 
the finance departments of renewable energy companies, where they work as top man-
agers. Hence, they are considered to have sufficient experience to evaluate the factors 
concerning the financial innovation in renewable energy investments. Interviews were 
conducted with the ESs between May and July 2021, where they answered questions 
regarding the comparisons of these factors. After that, these evaluations were converted 
into linguistic scales (LSs). The scales and picture fuzzy numbers are detailed in Table 6.

Table  14 demonstrates the linguistic evaluations (LEs) of the ESs. Next, the picture 
fuzzy direct relation matrix (DRM) is constructed in Table 15. In this framework, the 
evaluations are converted into the picture fuzzy numbers explained in Table 6. Later, the 
picture fuzzy rough sets for DRM are determined in Table 16. Table 17 indicates the nor-
malized relation matrix based on picture fuzzy rough sets, and the picture fuzzy rough 
number results for TRM are calculated as in Table  18. Table  19 provides information 

Table 5  Categories for financial innovation priorities

Factors References

Institutional (priority 1) Khan et al. (2020)

Product (priority 2) Salisu and Obiora (2021)

Process (priority 3) Xu and Wang (2021)

Table 6  LSs and picture fuzzy numbers for evaluation

LSs for criteria LSs for factors Picture fuzzy numbers

µ η Ν π

Very low (VO) Weakest (K) 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3

Low (O) Poor (R) 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2

Middle (D) Fair (I) 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

High (G) Good (GD) 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

Very High (VG) Best (S) 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

Table 7  Influences and weights of criteria for the customer needs

Criteria r y (r + y) (r-y) Weights

Reliability (CN1) 9.97 8.86 18.84 1.11 0.200

Empathy (CN2) 9.55 9.58 19.13 − 0.03 0.203

Tangibles (CN3) 1.22 8.99 19.21 1.22 0.204

Assurance (CN4) 9.57 9.83 19.40 − 0.27 0.206

Responsiveness (CN5) 7.73 9.76 17.48 − 2.03 0.186
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concerning the defuzzified TRM values. Finally, weights are calculated, and the results 
are given in Table 7.

Table 7 states that assurance is an essential factor for the customer needs regard-
ing the financial innovation priorities for renewable energy investors. Conversely, the 
criterion of the tangibles also has a high weight. Nevertheless, reliability and respon-
siveness have a lower influence on the customer needs than other items. Companies 
should firstly focus on the assurance to satisfy the renewable energy investors’ needs 
for innovative services. For this purpose, personnel should have the necessary knowl-
edge; thus, it would be appropriate to employ qualified people in the companies. Sim-
ilarly, necessary training should be given to the employees who currently work in the 
company, thereby increasing customers’ trust.

Stage 2: Ranking the financial innovation priorities

Next, the LEs for the QFD phases are collected. Table 20 provides information about 
the evaluations regarding phase 1 of QFD. In this framework, the scales in Table 6 are 
considered. Phase 2 of QFD evaluations is presented in Table 21, while Table 22 indi-
cates the evaluations of phase 3 of QFD. The evaluations of phase 4 of QFD are pre-
sented in Table 23. After that, the picture of fuzzy DMTs for renewable energy investors 
is constructed. Table 24 illustrates the matrix for phase 1 of QFD. For this purpose, the 
picture fuzzy numbers given in Table  6 are considered. The picture fuzzy rough sets 
for the DMT are defined in the next step, and the sets for phase 1 of QFD are given in 
Table 25. Normalized values of the DMT are computed based on picture fuzzy rough 
sets. Table 26 defines these values for phase 1 of QFD, and the weighted DMT is con-
structed in the next step; this matrix is given in Table 27 for phase 1 of QFD. Ranking 
results of the TRIZ-based technical characteristics for financial services are shown in 
Table 8.

Table 8 identifies that information is the most significant technical characteristic for 
improving financial services. Similarly, convenience has also high weight. Moreover, 
capacity, control, and speed have lower importance than other factors. Similar analy-
sis procedures are also performed for the process, competencies, and categories of the 
financial innovation priorities. Customers should receive the required information 
when companies provide financial services, thereby mitigating the risk of erroneous 

Table 8  Analysis results for the phase 1 of QFD

Alternatives D +  D- CCi Weighting 
results

Speed (TC1) 0.144 0.130 0.474 0.183

Information (TC2) 0.115 0.151 0.569 0.220

Control (TC3) 0.142 0.132 0.482 0.186

Capacity (TC4) 0.135 0.135 0.500 0.194

Conveniency (TC5) 0.125 0.158 0.559 0.217
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transactions on the system. The ranking results process factors for innovative services 
are indicated in Table 9.

Table  9 demonstrates that final check and planning have the greatest weights. In 
addition, analysis is another significant factor in innovative services; however, observ-
ing and revising have the lowest weights. Thus, detailed planning should be conducted 
for the effectiveness of the innovative services. In addition, final control should be 
performed effectively after the revision process. This situation has a positive impact 
on minimizing potential mistakes in the process. Table  10 represents the weighting 
results concerning the competencies for financial innovation.

Table 10 shows that institutional capacity is the most critical competency for finan-
cial innovation. Regulations and technological infrastructure are other significant 
items in this respect. Hence, the organizational effectiveness of companies should be 
increased. In this context, the quality of the communication between the departments 
can play a critical role. Furthermore, necessary regulations should also be designed to 
increase the performance of this process, providing quality improvement. Finally, the 
ranking results of the categories for the financial innovation priorities are indicated in 
Table 11.

Table 9  Analysis results for the phase 2 of QFD

Alternatives D+ D− CCi Weighting 
results

Planning (P1) 0.081 0.073 0.475 0.216

Observing (P2) 0.198 0.106 0.349 0.159

Analysing (P3) 0.218 0.187 0.462 0.211

Revising (P4) 0.180 0.131 0.422 0.192

Final Check (P5) 0.078 0.074 0.487 0.222

Table 10  Analysis results for the phase 3 of QFD

Alternatives D+ D− CCi Weighting 
results

Beneficiaries (COM1) 0.176 0.133 0.430 0.189

Market Conditions (COM2) 0.182 0.134 0.423 0.186

Institutional Capacity (COM3) 0.126 0.128 0.504 0.222

Technological Infrastructure (COM4) 0.173 0.138 0.445 0.196

Regulations (COM5) 0.166 0.147 0.468 0.206

Table 11  Analysis results for the phase 4 of QFD

Alternatives D+ D− CCi Ranking 
results

Institutional (priority 1) 0.177 0.117 0.397 3

Product (priority 2) 0.157 0.147 0.482 1

Process (priority 3) 0.144 0.121 0.457 2
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Table 11 indicates that product is an essential priority for financial innovation, while 
process is on the second rank, indicating that it is the least important item regarding 
the financial innovation priorities. Hence, companies should focus on the product to 
provide better financial innovation and attract renewable energy investors more easily. 
Because of this situation, financial innovation products can be effectively designed, and 
the needs of renewable energy investors should be considered. In this context, long-term 
debt repayment can positively impact the financial situation of renewable energy com-
panies. Additionally, the alternatives are also ranked with the VIKOR method. Similarly, 
sensitivity analysis is also conducted by considering five cases where weighting results 
change. The results are indicated in Table 12.

The comparative and sensitivity analysis results show that the proposed model’s 
ranking priorities are almost the same and coherent with comparative results and dif-
ferent cases. This situation gives information about the proposed model’s validity and 
reliability.

Discussions
The findings demonstrate that companies should focus on the assurance to satisfy the 
renewable energy investors’ needs for innovative services. This situation indicates that 
the knowledge of the personnel plays a crucial role in achieving this objective. Com-
panies should engage qualified employees to effectively design financial innovations for 
renewable energy investors. Additionally, necessary training should be given to employ-
ees currently working in the company, which can increase customers’ trust. Renewable 
energy investors face a high-cost problem for their investments. Therefore, providing 
effective financial innovation to these investors play a key role in improving these pro-
jects; employing high-quality people helps attract renewable energy investors regarding 
financial innovation services. Shakeel et al. (2017), Lacerda and van den Bergh (2020), 
and Sarma and Zabaniotou (2021) also highlighted the significance of the personnel 
quality to improve financial innovation for renewable energy investors.

In addition, information is the most significant TRIZ-based technical characteristic for 
improving financial services. This issue demonstrates that necessary information should 
be provided to the customers receiving financial services. This condition increases con-
fidence and reduces customers’ risk of erroneous transactions on the system. Therefore, 

Table 12  Comparative results of final ranking alternatives with sensitivity analysis

Alternatives TOPSIS

Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4 Case 5

Institutional (priority 1) 3 3 2 2 3

Product (priority 2) 1 1 1 1 1

Process (priority 3) 2 2 3 3 2

Alternatives VIKOR

Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4 Case 5

Institutional (priority 1) 3 3 2 3 3

Product (priority 2) 1 1 1 1 1

Process (priority 3) 2 2 3 2 2
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all information should be presented to customers on the platform where financial inno-
vation occurs, and customers should be able to access all the details of the newly devel-
oped financial product. In this context, the system should provide the price of the newly 
developed product and instructions for its use. Furthermore, contact details should 
be provided in case of any disruption in the process. Blach (2020), Vemić (2018), and 
Bucheeri and Hamdan (2020) discussed that necessary information should be provided 
to the consumers regarding the specific financial innovation. This situation positively 
affects the customers’ confidence in new financial products.

The final check plays a crucial role in the process factors for innovative services. While 
designing financial innovation, final control should be done after the revision process. 
Companies should prioritize this process to identify important problems before con-
necting with the customers. This situation has a positive contribution to minimizing 
customer complaints. Additionally, regarding the competencies for financial innovation, 
institutional capacity, regulations, and technological infrastructure should be mainly 
considered for financial innovation. Finally, the product is the essential priority for the 
financial innovation and the categories for the financial innovation priorities. Com-
panies should focus on the product to provide better financial innovation and attract 
renewable energy investors. An effectively designed financial innovation product can 
help solve the financing problem of renewable energy investors. In this context, it is cru-
cial to develop new products that may attract the attention of these investors, and the 
needs of renewable energy investors should be considered. In this framework, the finan-
cial product to be designed should not have a short-term repayment because the initial 
cost of renewable energy projects is very high. In this context, long-term debt repayment 
can positively impact the financial situation of renewable energy companies. Xie et al. 
(2019), Stucki et al. (2018), and Duque‐Grisales et al. (2020) also identified that compa-
nies should mainly focus on the product to provide better financial innovation to attract 
renewable energy investors.

This study’s main contribution is providing innovative solutions to the financing prob-
lems of renewable energy investors. The analysis results and recommendations show 
how to improve renewable energy investment projects. A novel decision-making model 
is constructed based on SERVQUAL, TRIZ, and QFD, and analyses were performed with 
the help of DEMATEL and TOPSIS methods by considering picture fuzzy sets and fuzzy 
rough numbers. This study’s originality can also be mentioned in terms of the method-
ology used. For example, a hybrid model is proposed considering both DEMATEL and 
TOPSIS methods. Subjective assumptions were prevented using different methods at 
each stage (Xie et al. 2021; Zhong et al. 2020). The main reason for choosing the DEMA-
TEL method is that it allows causality analysis of the factors (Dinçer and Yüksel 2019; 
Zhou et al. 2021). In some other models, the causal impacts of the items could not be 
evaluated (Rahiminezhad Galankashi et al. 2020; Bottani et al. 2018). In addition, consid-
ering the distances to both positive and negative optimal results in the analysis process 
is the reason for using the TOPSIS in the analysis process (Cheng et al. 2020; Haiyun 
et al. 2021). Other models only consider the distance to the positive optimal solutions 
(Suganthi 2018; Bathaei et al. 2019). Moreover, considering picture fuzzy sets and rough 
numbers together allows the uncertainties and subjectivity in the analysis process to be 
handled more appropriately.
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Conclusions
This study evaluates financial innovation priorities for renewable energy investors. In 
this context, a novel decision-making model is constructed. First, SERVQUAL-based 
customer needs for financial innovation are weighted using the DEMATEL methodol-
ogy based on picture fuzzy sets. In the second stage, the financial innovation priorities 
are ranked using the QFD-based phases with TOPSIS based on PFRSs. Moreover, the 
VIKOR method is also implemented as an alternative ranking. Similarly, sensitivity anal-
ysis is also implemented by considering five different cases.

It is defined that the ranking priorities based on the proposed model are almost the 
same, showing the proposed model’s validity and reliability. Assurance is the most 
crucial factor for the customer needs regarding the financial innovation priorities for 
renewable energy investors. Furthermore, the criterion of the tangibles also has high 
importance, and empathy is another significant criterion that impacts customer needs. 
Nevertheless, reliability and responsiveness have a lower influence on customer needs 
than other items.

Conversely, information is the most significant technical characteristic for improv-
ing financial services, and convenience also weighs high. Moreover, capacity, control, 
and speed have lower importance than other factors. Final check and planning have 
the greatest weight regarding the process factors for innovative services. Furthermore, 
analyzing is another significant factor in the process for innovative services; however, 
observing and revising have the lowest weights.

Regarding the competencies for financial innovation, institutional capacity is the most 
important competency in financial innovation, and regulations and technological infra-
structure are other significant items. Regarding financial innovation priorities, product 
is the essential priority for financial innovation. Additionally, process is on the second 
rank, but it is the least important item regarding the financial innovation priorities.

This study’s main limitation is evaluating only the financial innovation priorities of 
renewable energy investment projects. Future studies can examine the effectiveness of 
the financial innovation alternatives, such as green bonds and green Sukuk. Further-
more, this study only defined customer needs and technical characteristics by consider-
ing SERVQUAL and TRIZ. Future research can further investigate these factors with the 
help of a comprehensive literature review; a data mining approach can be considered 
for this purpose. Moreover, the proposed model can also be improved, and new meth-
odologies can be used in future studies. For instance, the COPRAS method can be used 
instead of TOPSIS. In addition, intuitionistic fuzzy sets can be used to effectively handle 
the uncertainties in this process.

Appendix 1: Tables
See Tables 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27.
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Table 13  Literature review summary

Authors Results

Croutzet and Dabbous (2021) Expectations of the renewable energy investors should be taken into considera-
tion for the effectiveness of the financial innovationKauffman and Roston (2021)

Yu et al. (2021)

Meng et al. (2021a, b)

Hamwi and Lizarralde (2017)

Wang et al. (2022)

Jin and Tian (2020) Security of the financial innovation system is also crucial to attract the attentions 
of renewable energy investorsYuan et al. (2021)

Knuth (2018)

Yu et al. (2022)

Khan et al. (2020)

Horsch and Richter (2017)

Xu and Wang (2021) Employee quality is also key driver to increase the performance of financial 
innovation for renewable energy investorsYüksel and Ubay (2021)

Hsu et al. (2021)

Busu and Nedelcu (2018)

Zafar et al. (2021)

Haldar (2018)

Liu et al. (2021a, b) Technological development of the companies also plays a key role to generate 
better financial innovation for the renewable energy investorsXu et al. (2019a, b)

Bai et al. (2020)

Xu et al. (2019a, b)

Sinsel et al. (2020)

Alam and Murad (2020)

Table 14  LEs for the customer needs

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3

Reliability (CN1) – – – D O VG G VO O D VG VO O G D

Assurance (CN2) VG G G – – – G VO VG D VG D VO O VG

Tangibles (CN3) VG G O G VG D – – – VG D VG G O D

Empathy (CN4) D VO D VO O G O D G – – – G G D

Responsiveness (CN5) D O D VG G D VG G VG VG G G – – –
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Table 15  Picture fuzzy relation matrix

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν Π µ η ν π

ES1

 CN1 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2

 CN2 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3

 CN3 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0 0 0 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0 0 0 0

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

µ Η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π

ES2

 CN1 0 0 0 0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2

 CN3 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2

 CN4 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0 0 0 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN5 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

µ Η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π

ES3

 CN1 0 0 0 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN3 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0 0 0 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0 0

Table 16  Picture fuzzy rough sets for DRM

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 (⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋) (⌈0.2,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0.4
⌋,⌈0,0.2⌋)

(⌈0.1,0.6⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.2,0.5
⌋,⌈0,0.3⌋)

(⌈0.1,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0
.5⌋,⌈0,0.3⌋)

(⌈0.2,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2,0
.4⌋,⌈0,0.2⌋)

CN2 (⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0
.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋) (⌈0.1,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0.5
⌋,⌈0,0.3⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0
.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.1,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0
.5⌋,⌈0,0.3⌋)

CN3 (⌈0.2,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0.
4⌋,⌈0,0.2⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0.3
⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋) (⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0
.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.2,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2,0
.4⌋,⌈0,0.2⌋)

CN4 (⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.3,0.5
⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋)

(⌈0.1,0.6⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.2,0.5
⌋,⌈0,0.3⌋)

(⌈0.2,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2,0.4
⌋,⌈0,0.2⌋)

(⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋) (⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2,0.
3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

CN5 (⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.3,0.4
⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1,0.3
⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0.
2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1,0
.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋,⌈0,0⌋)
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Table 17  Normalized element matrixes of picture fuzzy rough sets

M min M max

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5 CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 0.00 0.12 0.06 0.06 0.12 CN1 0.00 0.25 0.19 0.25 0.19

CN2 0.25 0.00 0.06 0.18 0.06 CN2 0.35 0.00 0.25 0.25 0.25

CN3 0.12 0.18 0.00 0.18 0.12 CN3 0.25 0.25 0.00 0.25 0.19

CN4 0.06 0.06 0.12 0.00 0.18 CN4 0.09 0.19 0.19 0.00 0.19

CN5 0.09 0.18 0.25 0.25 0.00 CN5 0.12 0.25 0.35 0.35 0.00

n min n max

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5 CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 0.00 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.27 CN1 0.00 0.27 0.18 0.33 0.27

CN2 0.17 0.00 0.17 0.17 0.17 CN2 0.18 0.00 0.18 0.27 0.18

CN3 0.17 0.17 0.00 0.17 0.27 CN3 0.18 0.27 0.00 0.27 0.33

CN4 0.17 0.17 0.27 0.00 0.27 CN4 0.27 0.18 0.33 0.00 0.33

CN5 0.27 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.00 CN5 0.33 0.27 0.18 0.18 0.00

v min v max

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5 CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 0.00 0.11 0.22 0.11 0.22 CN1 0.00 0.22 0.28 0.28 0.22

CN2 0.11 0.00 0.11 0.11 0.11 CN2 0.11 0.00 0.28 0.17 0.28

CN3 0.11 0.11 0.00 0.11 0.22 CN3 0.22 0.17 0.00 0.17 0.22

CN4 0.28 0.22 0.22 0.00 0.17 CN4 0.33 0.28 0.22 0.00 0.22

CN5 0.22 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.00 CN5 0.33 0.17 0.11 0.11 0.00

t min t max

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5 CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 CN1 0.00 0.20 0.30 0.30 0.20

CN2 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 CN2 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.10 0.30

CN3 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 CN3 0.20 0.10 0.00 0.10 0.20

CN4 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 CN4 1.00 0.30 0.20 0.00 0.10

CN5 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 CN5 1.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.00

Table 18  Picture fuzzy rough sets for the TRM

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 (⌈0.13,0.90⌋,⌈0.91,3
.23⌋,⌈0.35,0.974⌋,⌈0
,0.45⌋)

(⌈0.21,1.36⌋,⌈0.85,3
.66⌋,⌈0.32,1.14⌋,⌈0,
0.60⌋)

(⌈0.17,1.26⌋,⌈0.97,3
.10⌋,⌈0.45,1.24⌋,⌈0,
0.72⌋)

(⌈0.20,1.43⌋,⌈0.85,3
.66⌋,⌈0.29,1.08⌋,⌈0,
0.56⌋)

(⌈0.20,1.20⌋,⌈1.34,3
.66⌋,⌈0.50,1.21⌋,⌈0,
0.67⌋)

CN2 (⌈0.47,1.2⌋,⌈0.88,2.91
⌋,⌈0.34,0.90⌋,⌈0,0.29⌋)

(⌈0.14,1.30⌋,⌈0.59,2
.94⌋,⌈0.16,0.79⌋,⌈0,
0.24⌋)

(⌈0.20,1.44⌋,⌈0.83,2
.67⌋,⌈0.29,1.05⌋,⌈0,
0.51⌋)

(⌈0.34,1.58⌋,⌈0.73,3
.16⌋,⌈0.23,0.84⌋,⌈0,
0.26⌋)

(⌈0.20,1.37⌋,⌈1.08,3
.10⌋,⌈0.32,1.07⌋,⌈0,
0.56⌋)

CN3 (⌈0.29,1.16⌋,⌈1.05,3
.38⌋,⌈0.41,0.96⌋,⌈0,
0.44⌋)

(⌈0.30,1.43⌋,⌈0.85,3
.66⌋,⌈0.29,0.92⌋,⌈0,
0.35⌋)

(⌈0.16,1.17⌋,⌈0.83,2
.94⌋,⌈0.23,0.82⌋,⌈0,
0.30⌋)

(⌈0.36,1.51⌋,⌈0.85,3
.66⌋,⌈0.26,0.83⌋,⌈0,
0.30⌋)

(⌈0.25,1.26⌋,⌈1.39,3
.66⌋,⌈0.45,1.01⌋,⌈0,
0.48⌋)

CN4 (⌈0.19,0.80⌋,⌈1.20,3
.47⌋,⌈0.75,1.15⌋,⌈0.
64,1 ⌋)

(⌈0.18,1.07⌋,⌈0.97,3
.64⌋,⌈0.50,1.15⌋,⌈0,
0.65⌋)

(⌈0.25,1.03⌋,⌈1.24,3
.19⌋,⌈0.57,1.17⌋,⌈0,
0.65⌋)

(⌈0.18,0.97⌋,⌈0.83,3
.48⌋,⌈0.27,0.83⌋,⌈0,
0.32⌋)

(⌈0.27,0.98⌋,⌈1.59,3
.70⌋,⌈0.63,1.14⌋,⌈0,
0.58⌋)

CN5 (⌈0.39,0.97⌋,⌈1.16,3
.19⌋,⌈0.61,0.82⌋,⌈0.
31,1 ⌋)

(⌈0.40,1.33⌋,⌈0.85,3
.40⌋,⌈0.32,0.78⌋,⌈0,
0.24⌋)

(⌈0.56,1.28⌋,⌈0.97,2
.87⌋,⌈0.38,0.78⌋,⌈0,
0.19⌋)

(⌈0.63,1.40⌋,⌈0.85,3
.34⌋,⌈0.29,0.67⌋,⌈0,
0.14⌋)

(⌈0.24,1.019⌋,⌈1.14,
3.18⌋,⌈0.32,0.68⌋,⌈0
,0.19⌋)
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Table 19  Defuzzified values of TRM

CN1 CN2 CN3 CN4 CN5

CN1 1.66 2.10 1.93 2.14 2.14

CN2 1.89 1.70 1.88 2.05 2.02

CN3 1.98 2.14 1.72 2.20 2.18

CN4 1.89 1.94 1.90 1.76 2.08

CN5 1.45 1.70 1.56 1.68 1.34

Table 20  LEs for the phase 1 of QFD

Criteria/alternatives Speed (TC1) Information 
(TC2)

Control (TC3) Capacity (TC4) Conveniency 
(TC5)

ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3

Reliability (CN1) GD GD I GD GD S GD GD I GD I S S GD S

Empathy (CN2) GD GD GD GD I GD S S GD S GD S S S GD

Tangibles (CN3) S S GD S GD GD GD GD I S S GD S I I

Assurance (CN4) GD GD I GD GD S S GD S I I GD GD I GD

Responsiveness (CN5) I GD S S GD S I I S S GD S I GD GD

Table 21  LEs for the phase 2 of QFD

Criteria/alternatives Planning (P1) Observing (P2) Analysing (P3) Revising (P4) Final Check 
(P5)

ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3

Speed (TC1) GD GD I GD GD I I GD I GD I I I GD S

Information (TC2) I I GD GD I GD S S GD S GD S I I GD

Control (TC3) S I I GD GD GD GD GD I S S GD S I I

Capacity (TC4) GD GD I GD I I GD GD S I I GD GD I GD

Conveniency (TC5) I I GD S GD S I I I I GD S I GD GD

Table 22  LEs for the phase 3 of QFD

Criteria/alternatives Beneficiaries 
(COM1)

Market 
Conditions 
(COM2)

Institutional 
Capacity 
(COM3)

Technological 
Infrastructure 
(COM4)

Regulations 
(COM5)

ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3

Planning (P1) GD GD I GD GD GD S I I GD I GD GD GD S

Observing (P2) I GD GD GD S I S S GD S GD S GD S I

Analysing (P3) S GD S I GD GD GD GD I S S GD S I I

Revising (P4) GD GD I GD I I GD S I I I GD GD I GD

Final Check (P5) I I GD GD GD S I GD S I GD S I GD GD
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Table 23  LEs for the phase 4 of QFD

Criteria/alternatives Institutional (priority 
1)

Product (priority 2) Process (priority 3)

ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3 ES1 ES2 ES3

Beneficiaries (COM1) S GD I GD GD GD S S GD

Market conditions (COM2) I S GD GD S I S S GD

Institutional capacity (COM3) S GD S S GD GD GD GD I

Technological infrastructure (COM4) GD GD I GD I S GD S I

Regulations (COM5) I GD GD GD GD S S GD S

Table 24  Picture fuzzy DMT for the phase 1 of QFD

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ Η ν Π µ η ν π

ES1

 CN1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN3 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN4 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ Η ν π µ η ν π

ES2

 CN1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN3 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN4 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN5 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π µ η ν π

ES3

 CN1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0

 CN2 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN3 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

 CN4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

 CN5 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 0.1 0 0.6 0.2 0.2 0

Table 25  Picture fuzzy rough sets for the phase 1 of QFD

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

CN1 (⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.
1,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1
,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN2 (⌈0.6,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.2⌋,⌈0.
2,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.1
,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN3 (⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.1
,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

CN4 (⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.
2,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2
,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

CN5 (⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.
1,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.3⌋,⌈0.
1,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)

(⌈0.6,0.8⌋,⌈0.1,0.2⌋,⌈0.
1,0.2⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.3,0.6⌋,⌈0.2,0.3⌋,⌈0.2
,0.3⌋,⌈0,0.1⌋)
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Appendix 2: Equations

(1)A = {�x,µA(x)�|x ∈ X}

(2)A = {�x,µA(x), vA(x)�|x ∈ X}

(3)A = {�x,µA(x), nA(x), vA(x),πA(x)�|x ∈ X}

(4)A ⊆ B if µA(x) ≤ µB(x) and nA(x) ≤ nB(x) and vA(x) ≥ vB(x), ∀x ∈ X

(5)A = B if A ⊆ B and B ⊆ A

(6)A ∪ B = {(x,max(µA(x),µB(x)),min(nA(x), nB(x)),min(vA(x), vB(x)))|x ∈ X}

Table 26  Normalized values for the phase 1 of QFD

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

CN1 (⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.375,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.3
75⌋,⌈0.125,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈
0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN2 (⌈0.75,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0.2
5⌋,⌈0.25,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈
0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN3 (⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.3
75⌋,⌈0.125,0.375⌋,⌈0,
0.125⌋)

CN4 (⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0
.375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0.
375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0,
0.125⌋)

CN5 (⌈0.375,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.3
75⌋,⌈0.125,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.3
75⌋,⌈0.125,0.375⌋,⌈0
,0.125⌋)

(⌈0.75,1⌋,⌈0.125,0.25⌋
,⌈0.125,0.25⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.375,0.75⌋,⌈0.25,0.
375⌋,⌈0.25,0.375⌋,⌈0,
0.125⌋)

Table 27  Weighted DMT for the phase 1 of QFD

TC1 TC2 TC3 TC4 TC5

CN1 (⌈0.07,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0
.07⌋,⌈0.05,0.07⌋,⌈0,
0.02⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.07,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0
.07⌋,⌈0.05,0.07⌋,⌈0,
0.02⌋)

(⌈0.07,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0
.07⌋,⌈0.02,0.07⌋,⌈0,
0.02⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.05
⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN2 (⌈0.15,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.05,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.07,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0
.07⌋,⌈0.05,0.07⌋,⌈0,
0.02⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.05
⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

CN3 (⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.07,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0
.07⌋,⌈0.05,0.07⌋,⌈0,
0.02⌋)

(⌈0.15,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.0
5⌋,⌈0.02,0.05⌋,⌈0,0⌋)

(⌈0.07,0.20⌋,⌈0.02,0.07
⌋,⌈0.02,0.07⌋,⌈0,0.02⌋)

CN4 (⌈0.07,0.15⌋,⌈0.05,0
.07⌋,⌈0.05,0.07⌋,⌈0,
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ṽ1jπ − LimA−

jπ

)2

(54)CCi =
D−
i

D+
i + D−

i

for i = 1, 2, ..., m and 0 ≤ CCi ≤ 1

(55)
f̃ ∗J =

maxLim
(
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ṽ1jπ

)

2

(56)S̃i =

n∑

i=1

w̃j

(∣∣∣f̃ ∗j − x̃ij

∣∣∣
)

(∣∣∣f̃ ∗j − f̃
−

j

∣∣∣
)



Page 27 of 30Li et al. Financial Innovation            (2022) 8:67 	

Author contributions
WL conducted a literature evaluation and made statistical analysis. SY participated in the design of the study and per-
formed the statistical analysis. HD conceived of the study and participated in its design and coordination and helped to 
draft the manuscript. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Funding
There is no funding source.

Availability of data and materials
In this study, 3 different experts made evaluations about the criteria. These evaluations are considered as input data in 
the study. The data used to support the findings of this study are included within the article.

Declarations

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Received: 22 November 2021   Accepted: 10 June 2022

References
Abdel-Basset M, Mohamed R, Zaied AENH, Smarandache F (2019) A hybrid plithogenic decision-making approach with 

quality function deployment for selecting supply chain sustainability metrics. Symmetry 11(7):903
Akyurt İZ, Pamucar D, Deveci M, Kalan O, Kuvvetli Y (2021) A flight base selection for flight academy using a rough mac-

beth and rafsi based decision-making analysis. IEEE Trans Eng Manag 1–16
Alam MM, Murad MW (2020) The impacts of economic growth, trade openness and technological progress on 

renewable energy use in organization for economic co-operation and development countries. Renew Energy 
145:382–390

Alawi SM, Abbassi W, Saqib R, Sharif M (2022) Impact of financial innovation and institutional quality on financial devel-
opment in emerging markets. J Risk Financ Manag 15(3):115

Alshubiri FN, Tawfik OI, Jamil SA (2020) Impact of petroleum and non-petroleum indices on financial development in 
Oman. Financ Innov 6(1):1–22

Bai C, Feng C, Du K, Wang Y, Gong Y (2020) Understanding spatial-temporal evolution of renewable energy technology 
innovation in China: evidence from convergence analysis. Energy Policy 143(111570):1–11

Bathaei A, Mardani A, Baležentis T, Awang SR, Streimikiene D, Fei GC, Zakuan N (2019) Application of fuzzy analytical 
network process (ANP) and VIKOR for the assessment of green agility critical success factors in dairy companies. 
Symmetry 11(2):250

Bertoni M (2019) Multi-criteria decision making for sustainability and value assessment in early PSS design. Sustainability 
11(7):1952

Bhuiyan MA, Dinçer H, Yüksel S, Mikhaylov A, Danish MSS, Pinter G, Stepanova D (2022) Economic indicators and bioen-
ergy supply in developed economies: QROF-DEMATEL and random forest models. Energy Rep 8:561–570

Błach J (2020) Barriers to financial innovation—corporate finance perspective. J Risk Financ Manag 13(11):273
Bottani E, Centobelli P, Murino T, Shekarian E (2018) A QFD-ANP method for supplier selection with benefits, opportuni-

ties, costs and risks considerations. Int J Inf Technol Decis Mak 17(03):911–939
Boute A (2020) Regulatory stability and renewable energy investment: the case of Kazakhstan. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 

121:109673
Bucheeri A, Hamdan A (2020) The effect of financial innovations on competitive advantage. In: International conference 

on business and technology. Springer, Cham, pp 192–203
Busu M, Nedelcu AC (2018) Sustainability and economic performance of the companies in the renewable energy sector 

in Romania. Sustainability 10(1):8
Chen ZS, Liu XL, Chin KS, Pedrycz W, Tsui KL, Skibniewski MJ (2021a) Online-review analysis based large-scale group 

decision-making for determining passenger demands and evaluating passenger satisfaction: case study of high-
speed rail system in China. Inf Fusion 69:22–39

Chen ZS, Yang LL, Chin KS, Yang Y, Pedrycz W, Chang JP, Skibniewski MJ (2021b) Sustainable building material selection: 
an integrated multi-criteria large group decision making framework. Appl Soft Comput 113:107903

(57)R̃i = max
j


w̃j

����f̃ ∗j − x̃ij

���
�

����f̃ ∗j − f̃ −j

���
�




(58)Q̃i = v
(
S̃i − S̃

∗
)
/

(
S̃
−
− S̃

∗
)
+ (1− v)

(
R̃i − R̃

∗
)
/

(
R̃
−
− R̃

∗
)



Page 28 of 30Li et al. Financial Innovation            (2022) 8:67 

Chen ZS, Zhang X, Rodríguez RM, Pedrycz W, Martínez L (2021c) Expertise-based bid evaluation for construction-contrac-
tor selection with generalized comparative linguistic ELECTRE III. Autom Constr 125:103578

Chen Z, Li Y, Wu Y, Luo J (2017) The transition from traditional banking to mobile internet finance: an organizational 
innovation perspective-a comparative study of Citibank and ICBC. Financ Innov 3(1):1–16

Cheng F, Lin M, Yüksel S, Dinçer H, Kalkavan H (2020) A hybrid hesitant 2-tuple IVSF decision making approach to analyze 
PERT-based critical paths of new service development process for renewable energy investment projects. IEEE 
Access 9:3947–3969

Chishti MZ, Sinha A (2022) Do the shocks in technological and financial innovation influence the environmental quality? 
Evidence from BRICS economies. Technol Soc 68:101828

Croutzet A, Dabbous A (2021) Do FinTech trigger renewable energy use? Evidence from OECD countries. Renewable 
Energy 179:1608–1617

Cuong BC, Thong PH (2018) Two new concepts" picture fuzzy rough soft sets" and" picture fuzzy dynamic systems" in 
picture fuzzy systems. In: 2018 5th NAFOSTED Conference on information and computer science (NICS). IEEE, pp 
87–92

Deveci M, Özcan E, John R, Pamucar D, Karaman H (2021) Offshore wind farm site selection using interval rough numbers 
based Best-Worst Method and MARCOS. Appl Soft Comput 109(107532):1–28

Deveci M, Pamucar D, Cali U, Kantar E, Kolle K, Tande JO (2022a) A hybrid q-rung orthopair fuzzy sets based CoCoSo 
model for floating offshore wind farm site selection in Norway. CSEE J Power Energy Syst 1–20

Deveci M, Pamucar D, Gokasar I, Işık M, Coffman DM (2022b) Fuzzy Einstein WASPAS approach for the economic and 
societal dynamics of the climate change mitigation strategies in urban mobility planning. Struct Chang Econ Dyn 
61:1–17

Dhiman HS, Deb D (2020) Fuzzy TOPSIS and fuzzy COPRAS based multi-criteria decision making for hybrid wind farms. 
Energy 202(117755):1–10

Dinçer H, Yüksel S (2019) Multidimensional evaluation of global investments on the renewable energy with the inte-
grated fuzzy decision-making model under the hesitancy. Int J Energy Res 43(5):1775–1784

Dinçer H, Yüksel S, Martinez L (2020) A comparative analysis of incremental and disruptive innovation policies in 
the European banking sector with hybrid interval type-2 fuzzy decision-making models. Int J Fuzzy Syst 
22(4):1158–1176

Dinçer H, Yüksel S, Martínez L (2022) Collaboration enhanced hybrid fuzzy decision-making approach to analyze the 
renewable energy investment projects. Energy Rep 8:377–389

Dinçer H, Yüksel S, Pınarbaşı F (2019) SERVQUAL-based evaluation of service quality of energy companies in Turkey: 
strategic policies for sustainable economic development. In: The circular economy and its implications on sustain-
ability and the green supply chain. IGI Global, pp 142–167

Duque-Grisales E, Aguilera-Caracuel J, Guerrero-Villegas J, García-Sánchez E (2020) Does green innovation affect the 
financial performance of Multilatinas? The moderating role of ISO 14001 and R&D investment. Bus Strateg Environ 
29(8):3286–3302

Ehigiamusoe KU, Dogan E (2022) The role of interaction effect between renewable energy consumption and real income 
in carbon emissions: evidence from low-income countries. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 154:111883

Emamat MSMM, Mota CMDM, Mehregan MR, Sadeghi Moghadam MR, Nemery P (2022) Using ELECTRE-TRI and FlowSort 
methods in a stock portfolio selection context. Financ Innov 8(1):1–35

Fargnoli M, Sakao T (2017) Uncovering differences and similarities among quality function deployment-based methods 
in Design for X: benchmarking in different domains. Qual Eng 29(4):690–712

Gambetti E, Zucchelli MM, Nori R, Giusberti F (2022) Default rules in investment decision-making: trait anxiety and 
decision-making styles. Financ Innov 8(1):1–26

Haber N, Fargnoli M (2019) Prioritizing customer requirements in a product-service system (PSS) context. TQM J 
31(2):257–273

Haiyun C, Zhixiong H, Yüksel S, Dinçer H (2021) Analysis of the innovation strategies for green supply chain management 
in the energy industry using the QFD-based hybrid interval valued intuitionistic fuzzy decision approach. Renew 
Sustain Energy Rev 143(110844):1–17

Haldar S (2018) Green entrepreneurship in the renewable energy sector—a case study of Gujarat. J Sci Technol Policy 
Manag 10(1):234–250

Hamwi M, Lizarralde I (2017) A review of business models towards service-oriented electricity systems. Procedia CIRP 
64:109–114

Hashmi MR, Tehrim ST, Riaz M, Pamucar D, Cirovic G (2021) Spherical linear diophantine fuzzy soft rough sets with multi-
criteria decision making. Axioms 10(3):185

Horsch A, Richter S (2017) Climate change driving financial innovation: the case of green bonds. J Struct Finance 
23(1):79–90

Hsu CC, Zhang Y, Ch P, Aqdas R, Chupradit S, Nawaz A (2021) A step towards sustainable environment in China: the role 
of eco-innovation renewable energy and environmental taxes. J Environ Manag 299(113609):1–10

Hu KH, Hsu MF, Chen FH, Liu MZ (2021) Identifying the key factors of subsidiary supervision and management using an 
innovative hybrid architecture in a big data environment. Financ Innov 7(1):1–27

Hussain M, Papastathopoulos A (2022) Organizational readiness for digital financial innovation and financial resilience. Int 
J Prod Econ 243:108326

Iordache M, Pamucar D, Deveci M, Chisalita D, Wu Q, Iordache I (2022) Prioritizing the alternatives of the natural gas 
grid conversion to hydrogen using a hybrid interval rough based Dombi MARCOS model. Int J Hydrog Energy 
47(19):10665–10688

Jiang P, Wang W, Hu YC, Chiu YJ, Tsao SJ (2020a) Pattern classification using tolerance rough sets based on non-additive 
grey relational analysis and DEMATEL. Grey Syst Theory Appl 11(1):166–182

Jiang Y, Tian G, Mo B (2020b) Spillover and quantile linkage between oil price shocks and stock returns: new evidence 
from G7 countries. Financ Innov 6(1):1–26



Page 29 of 30Li et al. Financial Innovation            (2022) 8:67 	

Jin J, Zhao P, You T (2021) Picture fuzzy TOPSIS method based on CPFRS model: an application to risk management problems. 
Sci Program 2021:1–15

Jin Z, Tian Y (2020) Research on the current situation of renewable energy investment in China. In: IOP conference series: 
earth and environmental science, vol 427, no. 1. IOP Publishing, p 012015

Kabir MH (2022) Financial innovation: accelerating financial inclusion in South Asia. In: Research anthology on business 
continuity and navigating times of crisis. IGI Global, pp 1556–1581

Kauffman RL, Roston M (2021) Fixing the plumbing: asset management, clean energy technology, and the valley of death. In: 
Settling climate accounts. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, pp 71–90

Kaya I, Colak M, Terzi F (2019) A comprehensive review of fuzzy multi criteria decision making methodologies for energy 
policy making. Energ Strat Rev 24:207–228

Khan MK, Khan MI, Rehan M (2020) The relationship between energy consumption, economic growth and carbon dioxide 
emissions in Pakistan. Financ Innov 6(1):1–13

Khraisha T, Arthur K (2018) Can we have a general theory of financial innovation processes? A conceptual review. Financ 
Innov 4(1):1–27

Knuth S (2018) “Breakthroughs” for a green economy? Financialization and clean energy transition. Energy Res Soc Sci 
41:220–229

Knyazeva A (2019) Financial innovation in microcap public offerings. J Bank Finance 100:283–305
Kösedağlı BY, Kışla GH, Çatık AN (2021) The time-varying effects of oil prices on oil–gas stock returns of the fragile five coun-

tries. Financ Innov 7(1):1–22
Kou G, Olgu Akdeniz Ö, Dinçer H, Yüksel S (2021) Fintech investments in European banks: a hybrid IT2 fuzzy multidimensional 

decision-making approach. Financ Innov 7(1):1–28
Kou G, Yüksel S, Dinçer H (2022) Inventive problem-solving map of innovative carbon emission strategies for solar energy-

based transportation investment projects. Appl Energy 311(118680):1–13
Lacerda JS, van den Bergh JC (2020) Effectiveness of an ‘open innovation’approach in renewable energy: Empirical evidence 

from a survey on solar and wind power. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 118(109505):1–13
Lee CH, Chen CH, Li F, Shie AJ (2020) Customized and knowledge-centric service design model integrating case-based 

reasoning and TRIZ. Expert Syst Appl 143(113062):1–14
Liu J, Nathaniel SP, Chupradit S, Hussain A, Köksal C, Aziz N (2021a) Environmental performance and international trade in 

China: the role of renewable energy and eco‐innovation. Integr Environ Assess Manag 1–11
Liu W, Sun Y, Yüksel S, Dinçer H (2021b) Consensus-based multidimensional due diligence of fintech-enhanced green energy 

investment projects. Financ Innov 7(1):1–31
Luo C, Ju Y, Dong P, Gonzalez EDS, Wang A (2021) Risk assessment for PPP waste-to-energy incineration plant projects 

in china based on hybrid weight methods and weighted multigranulation fuzzy rough sets. Sustain Cities Soc 
74(103120):1–15

Mao CX, Weathers J (2019) Employee treatment and firm innovation. J Bus Financ Acc 46(7–8):977–1002
Mathew B, John SJ, Alcantud JCR (2020) Multi-granulation picture hesitant fuzzy rough sets. Symmetry 12(3):362
Meng Y, Dinçer H, Yüksel S (2021a) TRIZ-based green energy project evaluation using innovation life cycle and fuzzy mod-

eling. IEEE Access 9:69609–69625
Meng Y, Wu H, Zhao W, Chen W, Dinçer H, Yüksel S (2021b) A hybrid heterogeneous Pythagorean fuzzy group decision mod-

elling for crowdfunding development process pathways of fintech-based clean energy investment projects. Financ 
Innov 7(1):1–34

Mojaver M, Hasanzadeh R, Azdast T, Park CB (2022) Comparative study on air gasification of plastic waste and conventional 
biomass based on coupling of AHP/TOPSIS multi-criteria decision analysis. Chemosphere 286(131867):1–10

Moussa FZB, Rasovska I, Dubois S, De Guio R, Benmoussa R (2017) Reviewing the use of the theory of inventive problem solv-
ing (TRIZ) in green supply chain problems. J Clean Prod 142:2677–2692

Mustafa F, Khursheed A, Fatima M (2018) Impact of global financial crunch on financially innovative microfinance institutions 
in South Asia. Financ Innov 4(1):1–11

Olabi AG, Abdelkareem MA (2022) Renewable energy and climate change. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 158:112111
Peter AP, Koyande AK, Chew KW, Ho SH, Chen WH, Chang JS, Show PL (2022) Continuous cultivation of microalgae in 

photobioreactors as a source of renewable energy: current status and future challenges. Renew Sustain Energy Rev 
154:111852

Ping YJ, Liu R, Lin W, Liu HC (2020) A new integrated approach for engineering characteristic prioritization in quality function 
deployment. Adv Eng Inform 45(101099):1–8

Prentkovskis O, Erceg Ž, Stević Ž, Tanackov I, Vasiljević M, Gavranović M (2018) A new methodology for improving service 
quality measurement: Delphi-FUCOM-SERVQUAL model. Symmetry 10(12):757

Qamruzzaman M, Jianguo W (2018) Nexus between Financ Innov and economic growth in South Asia: evidence from ARDL 
and nonlinear ARDL approaches. Financ Innov 4(1):1–19

Qamruzzaman M, Wei J (2019) Financ Innov and financial inclusion nexus in South Asian countries: evidence from symmetric 
and asymmetric panel investigation. Int J Financ Stud 7(4):61

Rahiminezhad Galankashi M, Mokhatab Rafiei F, Ghezelbash M (2020) Portfolio selection: a fuzzy-ANP approach. Financ Innov 
6(1):1–34

Salisu AA, Obiora K (2021) COVID-19 pandemic and the crude oil market risk: hedging options with non-energy Financ 
Innovs. Financ Innov 7(1):1–19

Sam EF, Hamidu O, Daniels S (2018) SERVQUAL analysis of public bus transport services in Kumasi metropolis, Ghana: Core 
user perspectives. Case Stud Transp Policy 6(1):25–31

Sarma G, Zabaniotou A (2021) Understanding vulnerabilities of renewable energy systems for building their resilience to 
climate change hazards: key concepts and assessment approaches. Renew Energy Environ Sustain 6(35):1–10

Sen S, von Schickfus MT (2020) Climate policy, stranded assets, and investors’ expectations. J Environ Econ Manag 100:102277
Shakeel SR, Takala J, Zhu LD (2017) Commercialization of renewable energy technologies: A ladder building approach. Renew 

Sustain Energy Rev 78:855–867



Page 30 of 30Li et al. Financial Innovation            (2022) 8:67 

Shao M, Han Z, Sun J, Xiao C, Zhang S, Zhao Y (2020) A review of multi-criteria decision making applications for renewable 
energy site selection. Renew Energy 157:377–403

Sharaf HK, Ishak MR, Sapuan SM, Yidris N (2020) Conceptual design of the cross-arm for the application in the transmission 
towers by using TRIZ–morphological chart–ANP methods. J Mark Res 9(4):9182–9188

Siksnelyte I, Zavadskas EK, Streimikiene D, Sharma D (2018) An overview of multi-criteria decision-making methods in dealing 
with sustainable energy development issues. Energies 11(10):2754

Sinsel SR, Riemke RL, Hoffmann VH (2020) Challenges and solution technologies for the integration of variable renewable 
energy sources—a review. Renew Energy 145:2271–2285

Sławik A, Bohatkiewicz-Czaicka J (2022) Financial innovation of mass destruction—the story of a countrywide FX options 
debacle. Risks 10(2):28

Stucki T, Woerter M, Arvanitis S, Peneder M, Rammer C (2018) How different policy instruments affect green product innova-
tion: a differentiated perspective. Energy Policy 114:245–261

Suganthi L (2018) Multi expert and multi criteria evaluation of sectoral investments for sustainable development: an inte-
grated fuzzy AHP, VIKOR/DEA methodology. Sustain Cities Soc 43:144–156

Surakji M, Al-dmour HH, Al-Dmour R, Alsfour F, Al-Dmour RH, Ahmadamin EB, Saifan NM (2022) The role of marketing knowl-
edge management in enhancing digital financial innovation in commercial banks: empirical study. Int J Knowl Manag 
(IJKM) 18(1):1–19

Taghavifard MT, Majidian S (2022) Identifying cloud computing risks based on firm’s ambidexterity performance using fuzzy 
VIKOR technique. Glob J Flex Syst Manag 23(1):113–133

Unsal O, Rayfield B (2019) Trends in financial innovation: evidence from fintech firms. In: Disruptive innovation in business and 
finance in the digital world. Emerald Publishing Limited

Vemić MB (2018) Financial innovation in medium-sized enterprises optimizes their gravitation towards capital markets: 
financial future in perspective. In: Risk and contingency management: breakthroughs in research and practice. IGI 
Global, pp 351–376

Wang Z, Li M, Lu J, Cheng X (2022) Business innovation based on artificial intelligence and blockchain technology. Inform 
Process Manag 59(1):102759

Xiao F, Ke J (2021) Pricing, management and decision-making of financial markets with artificial intelligence: introduction to 
the issue. Financ Innov 7(1):1–3

Xie X, Huo J, Zou H (2019) Green process innovation, green product innovation, and corporate financial performance: a 
content analysis method. J Bus Res 101:697–706

Xie Y, Zhou Y, Peng Y, Dinçer H, Yüksel S, an Xiang P (2021) An extended pythagorean fuzzy approach to group decision-
making with incomplete preferences for analyzing balanced scorecard-based renewable energy investments. IEEE 
Access 9:43020–43035

Xu H, Wang Z (2021) Research and inspiration on Enron’s Business Model of “Natural Gas Bank” from the perspective of finan-
cial innovation. In: 6th international conference on financial innovation and economic development (ICFIED 2021). 
Atlantis Press, pp 608–613

Xu XL, Chen HH, Li Y, Chen QX (2019) The role of equity balance and executive stock ownership in the innovation efficiency of 
renewable energy enterprises. J Renew Sustain Energy 11(5):055901

Xu X, Wei Z, Ji Q, Wang C, Gao G (2019b) Global renewable energy development: Influencing factors, trend predictions and 
countermeasures. Resour Policy 63(101470):1–15

Yeh CH, Huang JC, Yu CK (2011) Integration of four-phase QFD and TRIZ in product R&D: a notebook case study. Res Eng 
Design 22(3):125–141

Yu B, Fang D, Meng J (2021) Analysis of the generation efficiency of disaggregated renewable energy and its spatial hetero-
geneity influencing factors: a case study of China. Energy 121295:1–20

Yu P, Li C, Sampat M, Chen Z (2022) How the development of FinTech can bolster financial inclusion under an era of disrup-
tive innovation? Case study on China. In: FinTech development for financial inclusiveness. IGI Global, pp 135–167

Yuan G, Ye Q, Sun Y (2021) Financial innovation, information screening and industries’ green innovation—industry-level 
evidence from the OECD. Technol Forecast Soc Chang 171(120998):1–12

Yüksel S, Ubay GG (2021) Determination of optimal financial government incentives in wind energy investments. In: Strategic 
outlook in business and finance innovation: multidimensional policies for emerging economies. Emerald Publishing 
Limited, pp. 25–34

Zafar MW, Saeed A, Zaidi SAH, Waheed A (2021) The linkages among natural resources, renewable energy consumption, and 
environmental quality: a path toward sustainable development. Sustain Dev 29(2):353–362

Zeng S, Hussain A, Mahmood T, Irfan Ali M, Ashraf S, Munir M (2019) Covering-based spherical fuzzy rough set model hybrid 
with TOPSIS for multi-attribute decision-making. Symmetry 11(4):547

Zhan J, Jiang H, Yao Y (2020a) Covering-based variable precision fuzzy rough sets with PROMETHEE-EDAS methods. Inf Sci 
538:314–336

Zhan J, Sun B, Zhang X (2020b) PF-TOPSIS method based on CPFRS models: An application to unconventional emergency 
events. Comput Ind Eng 139(106192):1–15

Zhao Y, Cheng F, Yüksel S, Dinçer H (2021) Integer code series enhanced IT2 fuzzy decision support system with alpha cuts for 
the innovation adoption life cycle pattern recognition of renewable energy alternatives. IEEE Access 9:34906–34920

Zhong J, Hu X, Yüksel S, Dinçer H, Ubay GG (2020) Analyzing the investments strategies for renewable energies based on 
multi-criteria decision model. IEEE Access 8:118818–118840

Zhou P, Luo J, Cheng F, Yüksel S, Dinçer H (2021) Analysis of risk priorities for renewable energy investment projects using a 
hybrid IT2 hesitant fuzzy decision-making approach with alpha cuts. Energy 224:120184

Zhu GN, Ma J, Hu J (2021) Evaluating biological inspiration for biologically inspired design: an integrated DEMATEL-MAIRCA 
based on fuzzy rough numbers. Int J Intell Syst 36(10):6032–6065

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.


	Understanding the financial innovation priorities for renewable energy investors via QFD-based picture fuzzy and rough numbers
	Abstract 
	Introduction
	Literature review
	Methodology
	Modelling uncertainty with picture fuzzy rough sets
	DEMATEL based on PFRSs
	TOPSIS and VIKOR based on PFRSs
	Model construction

	An application for renewable energy investors
	Stage 1: Weighting the SERVQUAL-based customer needs for financial innovation with DEMATEL based on PFRSs
	Stage 2: Ranking the financial innovation priorities

	Discussions
	Conclusions
	References


