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Abstract: This paper presents an isolation enhancement of two closely packed multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) antenna system using a modified U-shaped resonator. The modified
U-shaped resonator is placed between two closely packed radiating elements resonating at 5.4 GHz
with an edge to edge separation distance of 5.82 mm (λ◦/10). Through careful adjustment of
parametric modelling, the isolation level of −23 dB among the densely packed elements is achieved.
The coupling behaviour of the MIMO elements is analysed by accurately designing the equivalent
circuit model in each step. The antenna performance is realized in the presence and absence of
decoupling structure, and the results shows negligible effects on the antenna performance apart
from mutual coupling. The simple assembly of the proposed modified U-shaped isolating structure
makes it useful for several linked applications. The proposed decoupling structure is compact in
nature, suppress the undesirable coupling generated by surface wave and nearby fields, and is easy
to fabricate.

Keywords: isolation enhancement; surface waves; gain; circuit model; line resonators; MIMO antennas

1. Introduction

Multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) antennas have been given the centre of attention due
to their higher performance characteristics. Planar antennas (PA) are unique minute elements, when
assembled in multiple elements array form can deliver beam forming, pattern and spatial diversity,
focused directivity, and higher gain characteristics [1–3]. In the MIMO arrays system when two or
more than two radiating elements are excited simultaneously for better performance, their proximity
in near fields and surface wave currents give rise to a coupling, which can alter MIMO array results
consequentially, leading to system failure and undesired results.

Several techniques have been reported in the literature to reduce mutual coupling. The isolation
techniques include the insertion of slots or ground irregularities [4–7], uniplanar, mushroom type, and
various shapes of electromagnetic bandgap structures (EBG) [8–12], split-ring resonators (SRRs) [13–15],
metamaterials [16] and meander line resonators [17–19]. Not only these techniques but several antenna
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configurations such as superstrate configurations of photonic bandgap structures [20] and orientations
have been reported to be useful in minimizing coupling effects. Applying a 90-degree phase difference
have resulted in enhanced isolation among driven and parasitic patch [21–24]. In [14], an efficiently
folded split ring resonator (FSRR) is presented, minimizing near field coupling effects up to great
extent, however, with the insertion of the proposed structure, an increase in backward radiation is seen
which resulted in a reduced gain, front to back ratio and radiation efficiency. A novel EBG structure
is presented in [25], consisting of an in-house package of four EBG structures. The insertion of the
periodic structure at one half wavelength frequency reduced coupling up to 22.7 dB without disrupting
gain; however, it has lower antenna efficiency with a slight increase in the back lobe radiation. The use
of EBG has shown active capability in suppressing surface waves in MIMO systems [26] but they
usually require larger distances (up to half wavelength in free space) and give rise to undesirable radio
leakage complications. Similarly, a dual negative photonic bandgap structure is proposed in [27] in
which the coupling energy is confined by superstrate orientation of the proposed structure which
reportedly reduced the coupling up to 23 dB, however, the design and fabrication process increases
complexity, stability issues and overall cost of the system. The DGS presented in [28,29] show a
significant decrease of up to 40 dB in isolation level however with the drawback of more back lobe
radiation patterns and reduced gains. A modified serpentine structure is used between two elements
of MIMO antenna to reduce the coupling up to 10–34 dB in the operating bandwidth [30].

In this paper, a simple modified U-shaped resonator is presented. A two-element MIMO system
is designed at a close distance of 5.82 mm (edge to edge). The isolation of more than 20 dB is achieved
after insertion of the proposed isolating structure. Furthermore, the input impedance of the equivalent
circuit of the model with and without the proposed model matches well with the Electromagnetic
(EM) model. The proposed line resonator inhabits a very low occupying area and so is simple and
easy to implement. The proposed antenna has advantages over existing antennas in terms of small
size of decoupling structure, lower edge to edge distance, high FTBR value, lower ECC and CCL
values. The high FTBR value of the antenna make this structure suitable for beam scanning and other
applications where high directivity is required. This paper is organized as following: Section 1 covers
a detail literature review on isolation enhancement among MIMO antenna elements. Section 2 covers
the proposed antenna design with and without isolation structure. In the Results and Discussion,
scattering parameters with surface current distribution and radiation patterns, along with other MIMO
performance characteristics are presented, which is followed by the Conclusion.

2. Design Methodology

The proposed MIMO antenna is printed on an FR4 substrate with relative permittivity of
4.4 and a thickness of 1.6 mm. A unit antenna is designed by using standard equations [31] at a
resonance frequency of 5.4 GHz and is transformed into MIMO separated at less than half-wavelength
apart. The proposed antenna is excited through a 50 Ω transmission line having 3.1 mm width.
Figure 1 shows geometry of the proposed MIMO Antenna. The design dimensions of proposed
antenna are: ap = 16.8 mm, bp = 12.91 mm, gap = 5.82 mm, Ws = 3.1 mm, g = 0.7 mm, and lg = 4.5 mm.

The radiation resistance of an antenna plays a vital role in the performance of the antenna. It is
one of the key performance elements of the antenna. The study of radiation resistance of the antenna
as a function of inset feeding width (g) and length (lg) is presented in Figure 2. It is observed that by
increasing the feeding width (g), the radiation resistance decreased. Similarly, radiation resistance
decreased as we increased the length (lg) of the inset feed.
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Figure 1. Geometry of the initially designed MIMO antenna (ap = 16.8, bp = 12.91, gap = 5.82, Ws = 3.1,
g = 0.7, and lg = 4.5 [unit = mm]).
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Figure 2. Radiation resistance of the antenna with varying g (when lg = 4.5 mm) and lg (when g = 0.7 mm).

2.1. Unit Antenna

The electrical model is helpful to understand the operating of the antenna in terms of equivalent
lump elements for better illustration. From the open literature presented in [28,32,33], a resonator can
be modelled as a parallel RLC circuit. Using the same theory, a single element equivalent circuit model
is designed. The patch antenna is approximated by an RLC circuit, where R is the radiation resistance
of the radiating mode of the antenna, and L and C describe the resonant circuit that are responsible
for the desired resonant frequency. The circuit model of the antenna system based on the circuit
theory is shown in Figure 3a. The transmission line is modelled as an impedance transformer with the
coupling ratio of X:1 in the circuit model. The equivalent circuit model was optimized in Keysight
Advance Design System (ADS). The values of each component in the circuit model are depicted in
the Figure 3a. The results obtained from the circuit model are verified with the full-wave simulation
analysis, as shown in Figure 3b. We observed a close match between the input impedance result of
both circuit.
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Figure 3. (a) Equivalent circuit model of the single-unit antenna, and (b) input impedance (resistance
and reactance) comparison of the EM model (solid lines) and circuit model (dashed lines).

2.2. MIMO Antenna without Decoupling Structure

In this section, the coupling behavior of the antenna elements is analyzed in detail with the exact
electrical model description. The main challenge for the MIMO antenna is port isolation or low mutual
coupling due to the integration of multiple radiating elements on the small footprint area of the printed
circuit board. The two main phenomena namely surface wave propagation inside the substrate and
space wave propagation related to near-field/reactive coupling contributes to a large extent in the
coupled patch antennas [34]. The after-mentioned limiting factors for MIMO antenna ports isolation
can be easily understand via coupled-resonator theory with equivalent resonant circuits.

As mentioned above, the resonators can be represented in the RLC parallel circuit. The circuit
model of a two-element MIMO antenna without a decoupling network is presented in Figure 4a.
As discussed earlier, the antenna patches and the two transmission lines are modelled using RLC
circuits and impedance transformers, respectively. The details of each component are depicted in the
table. The coupling depends on the distance between the antenna elements. Since the two antenna
elements are near, they are coupled, and the coupling is represented by coupling coefficient (K12) which
is calculated as given in [35]. Strong reactive coupling of around -9 dB within the desired bandwidth
is observed. An excellent agreement between the computed circuit model results with the full-wave
analysis results is shown in Figure 4b.
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Figure 4. (a) Equivalent circuit model of the two-element MIMO antenna without decoupling structure,
and (b) S-parameters comparison of the EM model (solid lines) and circuit model (dashed lines).

2.3. MIMO Antenna with Decoupling Structure

A novel shaped decoupling structure is used to eliminate the coupling between the MIMO
antennas as shown in Figure 5. The dimensions of the decoupling structure are as c = 5 mm, d = 22 mm,
e = 20 mm, and f = 2 mm. After the insertion of the decoupling structure, the isolation of −23 dB for
the MIMO antenna is accomplished.
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Abstract—In this paper, a highly isolated two ports MIMO
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rectangular patch fed by 50 ohm microstrip transmission line.
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elements to improve the isolation of the antennas. The mutual
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model, Envelop correlation coefficient (ECC) and diversity gain
(DG) are extracted. This model is fabricated and measured for
return loss, insertion loss, gain and radiation pattern.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Printed antennas are widely utilized in communication
devices due to its compact and easy realization nature. Ef-
ficient and high gain antennas are required for directional
communication. The requirement of high gain and directivity
is accomplished by either utilizing horn antenna or reflector.
The aforementioned (high gain and directivity) requirement is
also achieved by utilizing printed arrays [1], [2], [3]. Mutual
coupling is one of the main issues in utilizing the densely
packed antennas for any specific application. Near field as
well as the surface waves of one element of the MIMO system
coupled with the nearby element.

Many techniques have been opted in the literature to handle
the issue of mutual coupling. Two main techniques are used
for handling the issue of mutual coupling; one by designing
an antenna resistive to exciting of the dominant mode [4],
secondly by introducing decoupling structure to reduce the
coupling between the antennas [5], [6], [7]. In [5], an EBG
structure is used to tackle the problem of mutual coupling,
achieving coupling suppression of 9 dB. A pair of symmetric
F-shaped stubs on the ground plane is etched in [6] for
reducing the undesirable mutual coupling in UWB-MIMO an-
tenna. Graphene metasurface is used for coupling suppression
between the closely packed antenna operating at Terahertz
(THz) frequency range [7].

This work presents an efficient technique to improve the iso-
lation between the MIMO elements. The isolation is improved
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Fig. 1: Proposed MIMO Antenna (a= 48mm,b= 35mm,
c= 5mm, d= 22mm, e= 20mm, f= 2mm, ap= 15mm,
bp= 10.7mm, lg= 4.5mm, g= 0.4mm).

by 19.89 dB using a modified U-shaped resonator between the
system elements.

II. ANTENNA DESIGN

The proposed MIMO antenna system, including the de-
coupling structure, is shown in Fig.1. The proposed model
consists of two identical rectangular patch antennas designed
on FR-4 substrate. The overall dimensions of the antenna are
35×48×1.6 mm3. Both the antennas are fed by 3 mm wider
microstrip transmission line with inset matching techniques.
The length and width of the radiating patch are determined
using the standard equations [8].

The proposed antenna system consists of two elements. In
the first step, a simple MIMO antenna based on identical rect-
angular patches is designed and investigated. Fig. 2(s) shows
that the proposed antenna works at 5.8 GHz. The insertion loss
value at 5.8 GHz is noted as -18.80 dB. The antenna (Step
1) shows good performance at the band of interest in term
of return loss. However, a very low isolation exists amongst
the system elements, which causes degradation in the antenna
parameters (gain, directivity and radiation properties). In order
to reduce the coupling of the system elements, a modified U-
shaped resonator is placed between the identical antennas in
the second step. Fig. 3(a) shows that the return loss of the
antenna in step 1 and step 2 is almost the same. However, the

Figure 5. Geometry of the proposed MIMO antenna with decoupling structure (ap = 16.8, bp = 12.91,
Ws = 3.1, g = 0.7, and lg = 7, a = 44, b = 37, c = 5, d = 22, e = 20, f = 2 [unit = mm]) and fabricated prototype.
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The circuit model of a two-element MIMO antenna with a decoupling network is presented
in Figure 6a. A parallel combination of RLC is used as a decoupling network, and impedance
transformers and RLC circuits are used to model two transmission lines and the antenna patches
respectively. The values of each component in the design are depicted in the table. The coupling
between the antenna elements is reduced by generating a modified U-shaped resonator, which in turn
suppress the undesirable coupling in the frequency range. By the introduction of a modified U-shaped
resonator, a strong coupling between the antenna elements is suppressed and a high reduction of
coupling around −23 dB is achieved. The validation of the circuit model with the EM analysis is
shown in Figure 6b.
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Figure 6. (a) Equivalent circuit model of the two-element MIMO antenna with decoupling structure,
and (b) S-parameters comparison of the EM model (solid lines) and circuit model (dashed lines).

We performed many simulations to show the impact of decoupling structure’s dimensions on
the reflection and mutual coupling of the antenna. Initially, parameter c was analysed between 4 and
5.5 mm. The parametric analysis of c is shown in Figure 7a. The mutual coupling between the MIMO
elements increased when the value of c was reduced or increased from 5 mm. The resonant frequency
of the antenna remained unchanged. If we compare the results with circuit model of the decoupling
structure, it can be observed that parameter c mainly contribute in K1dc and K2dc and has small impact
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on Rdc, Cdc and Ldc. The parametric analysis of d is shown in Figure 7b. We see that the coupling value
is inconsistent with variation in d. Analysing the results in context of circuit model, it can be noted that
parameter d has impact on K1dc and K2dc as well as on Rdc, Cdc and Ldc.
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Figure 7. Parametric analysis of the decoupling structure by varying (a) c and (b) d.

3. MIMO Parameters

3.1. Envelop Correlation Coefficient (ECC) and Diversity Gain (DG)

Envelop Correlation Coefficient (ECC) and Diversity Gain (DG) are the important MIMO
antenna parameters. ECC is the measure of how well antennas are correlated to each other in
terms of performance characteristics like return loss and far-field results while diversity gain is the
selection of strongest signal for N number of signals. The ECC can be calculated using S-parameters
(see Equation (1)) or far-field patterns (see Equation (2)). We calculated the ECC using far field.
The ECC and DG are calculated using the following formula given in [11].

ECC =
|S∗11S12 + S∗22S21|2

[1− (|S11|2 + |S12|2)][1− (|S22|2 + |S21|2)]
(1)

ECC =
|
∫∫

4π(
~Bi(θ, φ))× (~Bj(θ, φ)) dΩ|2∫∫

4π |(~Bi(θ, φ))|2 dΩ
∫∫

4π |(~Bj(θ, φ))|2 dΩ
(2)

where S11/S22 and S21/S12 are the reflection and transmission coefficient of the antenna. ~Bi(θ, φ) is
the three dimensional radiation pattern upon excitation of the ith antenna and ~Bj(θ, φ) is the three
dimensional radiation pattern upon excitation of the jth antenna. Ω represents the solid angle.

DG = 10
√

1− (ECC)2 (3)

The ECC and DG of the MIMO Antenna after the insertion of the proposed isolating structure is
given in Figure 8. From the figure, it can be seen that ECC based on far-field results is less than 0.1 and
DG is 9.95 dBi at 5.4 GHz with greater than 9.94 dB value for a complete band of interest.
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Figure 8. ECC and diversity gain of the antenna.

3.2. Channel Capacity Loss (CCL)

The channel capacity loss (CCL) is an important parameter of MIMO antenna. From Figure 9,
it can be seen from simulated and measured results that CCL value is equal to 0.07 at 5.4 GHz and less
than 0.09 in the whole operating band.
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Figure 9. Simulated and measured CCL of the antenna in the presence of decoupling structure.

4. Results and Discussions

Surface currents distribution explains the performance analysis of isolating structure over the
desired frequency band. Figure 10 shows the current distribution of the MIMO antenna with and
without decoupling structure. From Figure 10, it is clear that without the proposed decoupling
structure the currents from one antenna upon excitation is seen with high concentrations to another,
consequentially leading in high coupling levels whereas with the insertion of decoupling structure,
the concentration of currents is focused on the edges of the decoupling structure, resulting in
higher isolation.
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Without decoupling structure With decoupling structure

Figure 10. Surface current distribution of the antenna at 5.4 GHz in the presence and absence of
decoupling structure.

The proposed antenna was designed and simulated in ANSYS HFSS and was fabricated and
tested. The Reflection coefficient and isolation level parameters of the two-port MIMO antenna were
measured using a Vector Network Analyzer (VNA) and the radiation patterns were measured in an
anechoic chamber. The VNA was calibrated using calibration kit and the two antennas were connected
with the two ports for S-parameter measurements. The simulated and measured results were in slightly
shift which can be due to cable and environmental losses and errors. Figure 11 shows the simulated
and measured S parameters of the MIMO antenna with a decoupling structure as well as simulated
S parameters without decoupling structure. It can be seen from the figure that after the insertion of
decoupling structure the isolation improvement of more than 14 dB is achieved. We can observe that
the reflection coefficient of the MIMO antenna with and without decoupling element is same.
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Figure 11. Simulated (with and without decoupling structure) and measured (with decoupling
structure) S-parameters of the antenna.

The antenna efficiency and maximum gain over frequency are given in Figure 12. The gain of
two-port MIMO antenna with and without decoupling structure is 4.24 dBi and 4.25 dBi, respectively
at 5.4 GHz and greater than 4.24 in the whole operating band. Similarly, the efficiency of the MIMO
antenna is 81.2% at 5.4 GHz and >80.8% in the whole operating band without decoupling structure.
With decoupling structure, the efficiency was 82.4% at 5.4 GHz and >81.1% in the whole operating
band. The results shows that the efficiency and gain of the antenna parameters have not been affected
after the isolation enhancement.
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Figure 12. Simulated (with and without decoupling structure) and measured (with decoupling
structure) gain and efficiency of the antenna.

The radiation patterns of the antenna in two main planes were measured inside an anechoic
chamber. One port of the antenna was connected with spectrum analyser and the second port was
terminated with a 50 Ω load. A high gain horn antenna was used as a transmitter. The simulated and
measured radiation patterns of the proposed MIMO antenna are shown in Figure 13. The Elevation
and Azimuth (E and H) plane patterns are slightly misaligned as compared to simulated results
which can be justified due to environmental losses and errors. However, it can be observed that the
radiation patterns both in E and H planes have remained the same before and after the insertion of the
decoupling structure. The proposed system has uni-directional radiation pattern with high front to
back ratio of 22.1 dB at 5.4 GHz.
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Figure 13. Simulated (with and without decoupling structure) and measured (with decoupling
structure) radiation pattern (E- and H-plane) of the antenna at 5.4 GHz.

A comparison between our proposed antenna and other antennas is listed in Table 1. It can
be observed that the proposed antenna has advantages over existing antennas in terms of small
size of decoupling structure, lower edge to edge distance, high FTBR value, lower ECC and CCL
values. The high FTBR value of the antenna make this structure suitable for beam scanning and other
applications where high directivity is required.
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Table 1. Comparison table (where λ◦ is the wavelength at centre frequency).

Ref. Technique Centre Frequency
(GHz)

Edge to Edge
Distance

Isolation
Improvement

FTBR
(dB) ECC CCL

(bps/Hz)

[7] Slotted ground 5.8 0.33λ◦ 40 NA NA NA

[9] EBG 7.5 NA 4 NA NA NA

[10] UC-EBG 5.56 0.5λ◦ 10 NA NA NA

[11] Metamaterial 5.8 0.135λ◦ 9 NA <0.1 <0.05

[17]
I-shaped
resonator 2.8 0.056λ◦ 8–10 NA NA NA

[26] EBG 6 0.5λ◦ 8 NA <0.01 NA

[30]
Serpentine
structure 2.45 0.05λ◦ 10–34 NA <0.007 NA

[34]
metamaterial

polarization-rotator 60 NA 16 NA <0.1 × 10−6 NA

This
Work

U-Shaped
resonator 5.4 0.1λ◦ 14 22.1 <0.1 0.07

5. Conclusions

We presented a simple and efficient technique to reduce the mutual coupling between nearly
packed MIMO elements. We used a modified U-shaped resonator as decoupling structure between
the MIMO elements to reduce the undesired associated coupling between them. The MIMO elements
were kept at a distance of λ◦/10 (edge to edge) and the coupling suppression of 14 dB was
achieved. The coupling behaviour of the MIMO elements was studied using coupled resonator
theory. The proposed system has uni-directional radiation pattern with high front to back ratio of
22.1 dB at 5.4 GHz.
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