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Introduction

limate is the long-term sum

of the atmospheric elements

that make up the weather over
short periods. Since the early 19" cen-
tury, industrial development and as-
sociated massive emissions of green-
house gases have led to a gradual in-
crease in the average temperature and
accompanying changes in the global
climate. These changes, in turn, lead
to the emergence of climate-related
risks and adversely affect human life.

In the “Global Risks Report 2020,
more than 750 experts and decision-
makers were asked to present their
forecasts and concerns for 2020 in
terms of probability and impact, and
for the first time in the survey’s 10-
year outlook, the top five long-term
global risks were grouped under the
heading “environment”! According
to this report, climate change and
environmental disasters or events
caused by climate change are ex-
pected to be among the global risks
that will affect the world in the next
10 years.”

Many issues that the earth is fac-
ing right now are related to climate
change and global warming. For ex-
ample, biodiversity loss, forest fires,
floods, extreme weather, desertifica-
tion, land degradation, and rising sea
levels are some of the consequences
of global warming. Furthermore, the
impact of the environment on human
life is expected to be even more dra-
matic, as 200 million people would
be harshly affected by the rise in sea
level by 2100.°

The three books mentioned in this
article are analyzed under two sub-
headings: Climate Change, Migra-
tion, and Displacement, and Climate
Change and Environmental Security.
The three books analyzed in this ar-
ticle reveal the different impacts of
climate change. For those who want
to deepen their knowledge on the im-
pacts of climate change, reading the
three books together offers a comple-
mentary perspective. These books
reveal, in detail, how dangerous the
problems caused by climate change
can be for humanity in the near future
if measures are not taken globally.

The book On Climate Migration: Ex-
ploring Cases from Tiirkiye and Be-
yond, edited by Mubhittin Ataman
and Ibrahim Efe, explores the impact
of climate on migration. The book
consists of 13 chapters. The first part
discusses the ethical and legal impli-
cations of the relationship between
climate change and migration, as well
as inadequate state policies (such as
Haiti and Libya) at the national and
international levels. The second part
discusses the steps taken and policies
implemented by Tiirkiye in the face
of the mass influx of Syrian refugees
fleeing the civil war in their country.
In addition, Tiirkiye's struggle for cli-
mate security and its impact on mi-
gration patterns are analyzed. The fi-
nal section discusses climate-induced
migration and appropriate state re-
sponses in other parts of the world,
as well as migration from Africa and
the EU’s policies in response.

The Great Displacement: Climate
Change and the Next American Mi-
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gration by Jake Bittle conveys the
stories of people in the U.S. who have
been forced to leave their towns and
cities due to climate change-induced
floods, natural disasters, and fires. It
also reveals in detail how displace-
ment following a climate-induced
disaster begins at the local level and
how it affects the lives of thousands
of people over time. The book con-
sists of 8 chapters. The first chapter
focuses on the severity of weather
disasters, state policies, and the
private housing market as drivers
of climate-induced displacement.
Chapters 2 and 3 explore how these
three elements combine to create the
large-scale and long-term displace-
ment that will characterize the next
century. Chapter 4 examines climate-
induced coastal erosion and cultural
extinction, while chapter 5 focuses on
flood control and urban inequality.
Chapter 6 discusses drought and ag-
riculture, using the example of people
living in Arizona. In chapter 7, fall-
ing markets due to rising seas are de-
scribed. Chapters 8 and 9 address the
thorny question of where people dis-
placed by climate change will settle
and attempt to chart the trajectory of
migration in the next century.

Different Dimensions of Environmen-
tal Security in Tiirkiye and Beyond,
edited by Mubhittin Ataman and Glo-
ria Shkurti Ozdemir, emphasizes that
global warming and climate change
are the most important and perhaps
the most neglected threats to human-
ity. Climate change is discussed from
an environmental security perspec-
tive, emphasizing how this issue tran-
scends national borders and national

interests. Rising sea levels, resource
depletion, freshwater scarcity, de-
forestation, loss of biodiversity, and
natural disasters such as floods, hur-
ricanes, droughts, and forest fires are
presented as examples of these new
challenges.

The book consists of 11 chapters. In
the first part of the book, the role of
International Environmental Re-
gimes (IERs) in global environmen-
tal governance is questioned from a
general perspective. Chapter 2 ap-
proaches the issue from a suprana-
tional perspective, focusing on great
power competition in the Arctic to
explain the link between geopolitics
and environmental security. Chapter
3 argues that there is a new (East-
West) great power rivalry and conse-
quent conflicts in international poli-
tics. Focusing on the Eastern Medi-
terranean, a more controversial case
regarding environmental security,
chapter 4 emphasizes that the Eastern
Mediterranean region urgently needs
a system for climate issues and coop-
eration in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Chapter 5 highlights the combination
of climate change and technology,
emphasizing climate change and its
impact on global politics. Chapter 6
presents the climate change policy
of the EU, one of the actors working
the hardest for climate action, the
steps taken in this context, and an as-
sessment of where the EU currently
stands on climate. Chapter 7 focuses
on the three most important actors
on climate change: the U.S., Russia,
and China. In chapter 8, Tiirkiye’s
environmental problems and the ini-
tiatives it has taken in this regard are
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discussed in depth. Chapter 9 argues
that existing constraints and emerg-
ing global challenges will determine
Tiirkiye’s energy policy in the next
decade. In chapter 10, institutional
and cross-sectoral (energy and food)
analyses are used to describe Tiir-
kiye’s water security policies and
practices, with a particular focus on
Tiirkiye’s transboundary water secu-
rity strategies. Finally, the eleventh
chapter pays special attention to the
war in Ukraine, the resulting food
crisis, and the grain deal brokered by
Tiirkiye.

Climate Change, Migration, and
Displacement

Climate change causing forced mi-
gration is discussed in detail in the
first two books On Climate Migra-
tion: Exploring Cases from Tiirkiye
and Beyond and The Great Displace-
ment: Climate Change and the Next
American Migration. However, the
two books differ primarily in their
conceptual approach to climate-
induced migration or displacement.
In On Climate Migration Exploring
Cases from Tiirkiye and Beyond, the
term “climate migration” is used for
climate-induced migration and de-
fined as follows: “The movement
of people inside their own coun-
try or across international borders
in response to the effects of climate
change, such as increasing sea levels,
extreme weather events, and dimin-
ishing agricultural production” (p. 9).
The book also uses the term “climate
migrants” for those who migrate due
to climate migration.

In the book The Great Displace-
ment: Climate Change and the Next
American Migration, it is stated that
people are forced to migrate from
their homes, or countries they live
in, due to environmental risks caused
by climate change or in search for
economic resources. Therefore, it is
more appropriate to use terms such
as “displacement,” i.e., displacement-
removal, instead of migration. When
the terms are carefully considered, it
will be clear that it is more appropri-
ate to use the terms “displacement”
or “forced climate migration” in-
stead of climate migration and to use
terms such as “climate refugees” in-
stead of “climate migrants” for those
who migrate. Indeed, these people
are “forced” to leave or migrate due
to environmental risks or damage to
their livelihoods.

The book, The Great Displacement,
has a human-centered narrative on
a national scale. The narrative claims
that millions of Americans will be dis-
placed over the next fifty years, which
will constitute the largest migration
in the country’s history. The booK’s ti-
tle refers to the Great Migration from
1910 until the 1970s, which resulted
in the migration of six million black
people. The author argues that the
climate will cause a similar-scale mi-
gration in the U.S., if not greater. The
Great Displacement tells the stories of
those who are already experiencing
displacement and describes how cli-
mate change will radically transform
daily life, wipe out historic towns and
villages, push people into new areas,
and reshape the geography of the U.S.
The author tells the stories of people
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whose homes have been damaged by
climate change-induced fires, floods,
and hurricanes in various parts of
the U.S., and who have been forced
to move, while seeking answers to
these questions: Why have we built
so many homes in places that are vul-
nerable to destruction? Why are our
housing markets so inequitable and
unaffordable? Who decides where we
should or should not live?

Another difference between these
two books on climate-induced mi-
gration is how they are narrated and
the language used. On Climate Mi-
gration: Exploring Cases from Tiirkiye
and Beyond contains 13 scientific and
academic articles in total and includes
case studies on climate-induced mi-
gration from many regions and coun-
tries around the world. While this
contributes to the understanding of
climate migration in terms of contain-
ing worldwide cases, it is a distraction
in the flow of the book. While the ar-
ticles in the first and last parts of Ata-
man and Efe’s (2023) book deal with
the link between climate change and
migration, most of the second part
discusses Tiirkiye’s actions in the face
of the mass influx of Syrian refugees
fleeing the civil war, Tirkiye’s efforts
to contribute to climate security and
how these efforts affect migration pat-
terns. These two topics mentioned
in the second part disrupt the book’s
flow and do not coincide with the
booK’s title, Climate Migration. Since
the title of the book is Climate Migra-
tion, it is expected to discuss climate-
induced forced migration in Tiirkiye,
but the sudden shift of the topic to
Syrian refugees and environmental

security and the mention of climate-
induced migration again in the last
part makes it difficult to follow and
understand the book.

The Great Displacement: Climate
Change and the Next American
Migration, on the other hand, is a
monograph that focuses on climate-
induced displacement in the U.S. by
focusing on people’s stories. The first-
person stories of people who have
lost their homes and histories due to
climate change are told narratively,
drawing on hundreds of original in-
terviews and thousands of pages of
research. Therefore, while one book
presents a scientific framework on the
subject, the other book deals with the
subject through human stories, thus
complementing each other. Similar
to these books, it would be useful to
conduct studies focusing on both ex-
ternal and internal climate-induced
migration in Tiirkiye, both scientific
and narrative.

On the other hand, both books state
that as the effects of climate change
continue to worsen, climate migra-
tion will increase, and this problem
will grow and cause significant so-
cial, economic, and political ques-
tions worldwide. As a matter of fact,
the World Bank has announced that
at least 216 million people will have
to migrate in the next 30 years due
to increased drought and rising sea
levels because of climate change.” It is
also noted that forced migration will
increase due to climate change and
natural disasters such as major earth-
quakes and devastating floods. These
two books have an important place
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in the literature due to their focus on
this important issue.

In addition, both books underline
the need to act not only nationally
but also internationally and together
on climate-induced forced migration
and make concrete recommenda-
tions. It is emphasized that enjoying
a safe, clean, and sustainable climate
is a vital element of the right to a
healthy environment and is essential
for human life and well-being. It was
stated that it is the responsibility of all
states to take the necessary measures,
such as preparing rights-based de-
carbonization plans, achieving zero
carbon emissions, reducing fossil fuel
use, protecting vulnerable popula-
tions, and increasing climate finance.

Besides, unlike Bittle (2023), Ata-
man and Efe (2023) take the issue
one step further and emphasize that
creating a safe climate environment
by each country taking the necessary
measures against climate change is
actually related to the protection of
fundamental human rights. Accord-
ing to this perspective, neglecting the
measures to be taken against the risks
arising from climate change means
violating fundamental human rights.
This makes it strikingly clear that this
issue cannot be neglected in any way.

Finally, both books point to the need
for more work on climate-induced
forced migration, emphasizing that
while more attention is paid to people
displaced by war, much less attention
is paid to the millions of people flee-
ing their homes and countries due
to climate change or natural disas-

ters. Indeed, according to the Inter-
national Displacement Monitoring
Center, more than 21 million people
have been displaced annually on av-
erage since 2008 due to a variety of
natural disasters.’

Climate Change and
Environmental Security

Different Dimensions of Environmen-
tal Security in Tiirkiye and Beyond
deals with the issue of environmental
security in a conceptual dimension
and in a broad perspective, which the
other two books only briefly touched
upon. It explains when environmental
security started to be used as a con-
cept and which important agreements
and conferences have been organized
in this context since then. From this
perspective, it can be said to be a very
important and up-to-date compila-
tion on the subject. In addition, by
including the conferences that Tiir-
kiye has participated in and the agree-
ments that Tiirkiye has signed so far
on climate change, this book is one of
the most important reference books
for those doing research on the sub-
ject in the context of Tiirkiye.

It is important to read this book to-
gether with the two books mentioned
above. Because climate-induced
forced migration both affects and is
affected by national and international
security. In fact, migrants may cre-
ate security weaknesses in the places
they go to, or if the country they go to
is already not well protected in terms
of security, they may be negatively at-
fected from a security perspective.

234 INSIGHT TURKEY

This content downloaded from
212.154.17.171 on Tue, 14 May 2024 11:02:48 +00:00
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



EXPLORING CLIMATE MIGRATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY: TURKIYE TO AMERICA AND BEYOND

In addition, as is claimed, the book
addresses the most important envi-
ronmental challenges Tiirkiye faces
and is trying to address, including
climate change, water, food, and en-
ergy security, as well as the initiatives
Tiirkiye has taken to address them. In
this respect, this book differs from On
Climate Migration Exploring Cases
from Tiirkiye and Beyond, because
the problems faced by Tiirkiye, its
climate policies, and the initiatives it
has taken are presented to the reader
from a broader perspective. It is em-
phasized that Tiirkiye’s demand for
climate justice should be considered
in the current international climate
debates, but Tiirkiye should include
its national climate policies in its de-
velopment plans.

On the other hand, this book, which
consists of 11 chapters, could have in-
cluded a chapter on climate-induced
forced migration, which has an in-
tricate relationship with the issue of
environmental security. Moreover, it
could have mentioned in detail that
forced migration both affects and is
affected by environmental security.
In particular, the issue of climate-
induced forced migration in Tiirkiye
could have been addressed from an
environmental security perspec-
tive and added as a chapter, as this is
one of the most important areas that
needs to be studied in Tiirkiye.

Finally, like the other two books, this
book underlines the need for the in-
ternational community to work to-
gether on climate change, in a sense
that refers to the motto “None of us is
safe until we are all safe” As the book

is dated 2023, it will be one of the es-
sential books for those who want to
be informed about the latest develop-
ments on environmental security and
the current steps taken by Tiirkiye on
climate change.

The fact that environmental security
is barely touched upon in On Climate
Migration: Exploring Cases from Tiir-
kiye and Beyond and The Great Dis-
placement: Climate Change and the
Next American Migration is an issue
to be criticized. Moreover, climate-
induced migration to other regions
negatively affects environmental se-
curity. For these reasons, these two
books could have devoted more
space to the issue of environmental
security, or at least only one section
could have addressed migration from
a security perspective. The word “en-
vironmental security” is mentioned
only once or twice in places in the
books and in some articles, but not
explored in detail.

Conclusion

Two of the three works analyzed here
address climate change in the context
of migration and the other in the con-
text of environmental security, from
a historical perspective and multi-di-
mensionally. Climate change-related
security and migration problems and
challenges will become more vis-
ible across the globe in the coming
decade. In this context, these three
books are necessary and important
contributions to the literature. While
climate change-induced migrations
are described both through scientific
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articles and human stories, the im-
pact of climate change on environ-
mental security is supported only by
scientific articles.

The book On Climate Migration: Ex-
ploring Cases from Tiirkiye and Be-
yond, which consists of 13 chapters,
analyzes the effect of climate-related
issues on migration. The Great Dis-
placement: Climate Change and the
Next American Migration, which
consists of 8 chapters presents the
stories of people in the U.S. who have
been forced to leave their homes,
cities, and towns because of climate
change-induced floods, natural di-
sasters, and fires. Different Dimen-
sions of Environmental Security in
Tiirkiye and Beyond, which consists
of 11 chapters, climate change is ob-
served from an environmental secu-
rity perspective, emphasizing how
climate change-related security is-
sues affect national borders and na-
tional interests.

In the book titled On Climate Migra-
tion Exploring Cases from Tiirkiye
and Beyond, the focus on Tiirkiye’s
policies towards Syrian refugees and
not on climate change-induced inter-
nal or external migration in Tiirkiye
draws attention as an important defi-
ciency. As the book is about “climate
migration,” readers would want to
read more about how migration in
Tiirkiye is affected by climate change.
Furthermore, it is important and nec-
essary that climate change-induced
migrations in Tiirkiye should be told
not only through scientific articles
and studies but also through human
stories, as in the book The Great Dis-

placement: Climate Change and the
Next American Migration, which de-
scribes climate-induced migrations
in the U.S.

Finally, in Different Dimensions of En-
vironmental Security in Tiirkiye and
Beyond, the inclusion of Tiirkiye’s his-
torical steps taken so far in relation to
climate change is appreciated. How-
ever, a criticism of the book is that the
issue of forced migration, which is a
phenomenon that both affects and is
affected by environmental security, is
not addressed from the perspective of
environmental security, especially in
Turkiye.

Since all three books were published
in 2023, they are foremost among the
works that will be useful for those
interested in this topic, as they are
up-to-date and address current issues
on the relationship between climate
change, forced migration, and en-
vironmental security. Many studies
conducted around the world reveal
that the effects of climate change will
become much more visible both in
the world and in Tiirkiye, especially
in the next decade, and that the lives
of millions of people will be directly
negatively affected. For this reason,
it is important to conduct qualita-
tive and quantitative studies on what
awaits Tiirkiye in terms of climate-
related risks, especially in terms of
migration. @
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